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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

December 7, 2007
Lafayette, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions
The Board met at Don’s Seafood Restaurant.  President E. Ray DesOrmeaux called the meeting to order at 10:18 am.  
In Attendance:
E. R. DesOrmeaux, PE


President





Ali Mustapha, PE



President-Elect

Christopher Knotts, PE


Vice-President










Patrick Landry, PE


Secretary-Treasurer








Dax Douet, PE



Director





Jeffrey Duplantis, PE


Director








Christopher Sanchez, PE

Assigned Director





Luke LeBas, PE



Assigned Director





Robert Jacobsen, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch


Joseph Kolwe, Jr., PE


President, Acadiana Branch




James Porter, PE



Newsletter Editor




Norma Jean Mattei, PE


Region 5 Governor
2.0 Opening Comments
DesOrmeaux welcomed everyone to the Section Board meeting.
3.0 Approval of Agenda
The agenda was presented by DesOrmeaux.  Knotts requested that Item 5.2d “2006-2007 Annual Report” be added to the agenda.  Jacobsen moved to accept the agenda as amended.  Knotts seconded.  Motion passed.
4.0
Minutes of October 26, 2007
Landry distributed the minutes of the October 26, 2007 board meeting for review. Three items were requested  to be modified: 1) In Item 6.1, Change “Acadiana” to “Baton Rouge” in the first sentence of the second paragraph; 2) In Item 7.3 Delete the two middle sentences in the first paragraph; 3) In Item 8.3 Change “Ruston” to “Shreveport” in the first sentence. Mustapha moved to accept the minutes as amended. The motion was seconded by Knotts.  Motion passed.
5.0
Secretary-Treasurer Report
Landry distributed the Income and Expense report for review and comment. Knotts motioned to accept the report. Duplantis seconded. Motion passed. No further discussion or action on Items 5.2a, 5.2b or 5.2c. Knotts reported in Item 5.2d “2006-2007 Annual Report” that he had mailed the Annual Report to National on November 16, 2007.
6.0
Old Business
6.1
SPAG
Duplantis reported that he had spoken to Tim Ruppert and that the Section should hear from National regarding the submitted SPAG grant by December 14th. The total amount of the SPAG is $7,000. Of that amount, $4,000 is projected for a digital billboard in Baton Rouge promoting ASCE while $1,500 is for television commercials and the remaining $1,500 will be used to purchase math books for students. Jacobsen will represent ASCE on television during Engineer’s Week in February.
6.2   LA Civil Engineering Journal
Porter reported that our current printer, Franklin Press, will discontinue providing us gratis prepress layout services. Porter has talked to several other printers in Baton Rouge and received estimates that were all very close in price. He recommends switching to Baton Rouge Printing, the firm that prints the Louisiana Engineering Society’s magazine. Porter reported that another option would be to employ an independent prepress service and not publish the journal in a hard copy format, but rather publish the journal onto our Section website only. There would be a significant cost savings using this option and could probably print the journal in full color with little or no added expense. After some discussion, Mustapha motioned to accept Baton Rouge Printing as our new printer service. Kolwe seconded. Motion passed.
Kolwe discussed that our advertising rates were fairly inexpensive and have not been increased since 1997 and suggested the Board consider looking into a rate increase. Porter reported that printing costs have not increased much in the last several years. Mustapha is responsible for soliciting journal advertisements and will get a list of past advertisers from Kathy at the LES office and develop a program to coordinate the solicitation of prospective new and former vendors, contractors and engineering firms to advertise in the journal. No further discussion was made on future rate increases.
6.3  Web Site 
Porter reports that enhancements to the website caused the site to be down a couple of times in the past month. All requested items have been updated.
6.4   Younger Member Chair

There is no one interested in serving at this time. Mustapha will ask Elba Hamilton to serve.

6.5   UNO Funding Request
Mattei reported that a committee of ASCE (SEI) has donated $3,400 to decommission the laboratory equipment at Tulane University and that the equipment will be moved next week. UNO is getting bids to build walls to house the equipment. Mattei will be requesting funds for recommissioning and calibration of the equipment.
6.6
LSU Faculty Advisor

Jacobsen reported that he met with Dr. George Voyiadjis, chairman of the LSU Civil Engineering Department and expressed the desire that LSU’s Faculty Advisor be a member of ASCE. The department has no one available who would be interested in serving as Faculty Advisor and who is a member of ASCE. Jacobsen asked Cliff Mugnier, who is the current faculty advisor, to join ASCE and he declined. Jacobsen suggested that it is up to the Baton Rouge Branch and the Section to identify a suitable replacement from the LSU faculty. Jacobsen recommending tabling the issue until Baton Rouge branch member, Mr. Clint Wilson, who is on the faculty, returns from sabbatical.
7.0 New Business

7.1 Legislative Conference – D.C.

DesOrmeaux asked if anyone was interested in attending. Jacobsen reported that Joey Coco would be interested. DesOrmeaux suggested that the Board’s first choice should be a Board member and asked LeBas if he might be interested in attending. LeBas will check his work schedule and report back to DesOrmeaux by the first week in January on his availability to attend.
Knotts suggested that in the future, the Vice President of the Board be the official designee to attend the Legislative Conference. DesOrmeaux requested that Knotts prepare a proposed operating guide for appointment procedures for future Legislative Conferences. The Board will vote on Knotts suggested appointment procedure at the next board meeting.
7.2 Spring Conference - Lafayette
Kolwe reported that the Conference is scheduled for April 17th and 18th at the Holidome. The Acadiana Branch has a tentative list of speakers and Kolwe presented a list of potential topics to the Board. DesOrmeaux requested that one topic at the conference be concerned with ASCE Policy 465 and Body of Knowledge and DesOrmeaux would invite Dr. Jeffrey Russell to be the session speaker or possibly the Thursday lunch keynote speaker. Lengthy discussion ensued on whether the Acadiana Branch would be responsible for incurring the costs associated with bringing Dr. Russell to our Spring Conference or would this be a Section expense. The decision was made that the Acadiana Branch would be responsible for the costs associated with bringing in the guest speaker, however the Branch will have the financial backing of the Section in the event the Branch experienced a deficit because of this additional cost.
DesOrmeaux recommended that students and faculty be admitted to the Spring Conference at no charge to attend the sessions. He added however, that they should be charged for their meals. 

7.3 ASCE Web Award
DesOrmeaux congratulated the Section and Porter for the website award. He suggested that we use a link on the website to promote LaASCE as an “award winning website”.
7.4 New Registered Engineers
DesOrmeaux asked if any progress has been made contacting new registrants to ASCE. He noted that most new registrants are coming from out of state and there are not many new registrants. 

7.5
Dr. Ray Seed – IPET- ASCE


 DesOrmeaux reported on the levee.org video and stated that ASCE National needs a  

 measured response. He has make several contacts with National in Reston, Virginia 
concerning these issues. The video has been placed back on You Tube. Dr. Seed’s letter
has been printed in the Morning Advocate and has serious allegations. DesOrmeaux has 

written to Mr. David Mongan, National President of ASCE, regarding the video and Dr. Seed’s letter and stated that, if not addressed firmly and decisively, our organization will lose credibility and membership. He is concerned that many of the “facts” in the letter are inaccurate and wants the Section to go on record supporting ASCE National in taking a firm stance.
Mongon wants an independent panel of non-ASCE members to review National’s internal policies. Sanchez reported that levee.org is upset that ASCE has not gone on record blaming the Corps of Engineers for the levee failures. Past ASCE National President and New Orleans resident, Tom Jackson will review the IPET report at the next New Orleans Branch luncheon. Levee.org wants Congress to appoint an 8/29 commission. Jacobsen stated that ASCE will need to decide if they will support such a commission.

Due to the ongoing discussions with ASCE National regarding this issue, DesOrmeaux stated his intentions to attend the Region 5 Management Conference in Baltimore. Sanchez motioned that the Section fund DesOrmeaux’s expenses. Jacobsen seconded. Motion passed.
8.0 Reports
8.1 Branch Reports
8.1.1
Acadiana


Kolwe reported that the Acadiana Branch donated $500 per semester to both the 


ULL and McNeese student chapters for a total $2,000 donation.

8.1.2
Baton Rouge

Jacobsen reported that Russ Joffrion with the Department of Natural Resources gave a presentation of the Pass Chaland coastal restoration project to branch members at their last meeting. Also, the branch has awarded $500 scholarships to both LSU and Southern.
8.1.3
New Orleans

Sanchez reported that the December meeting was being held tonight. Six students from UNO were planning to attend the conference in Baltimore. The branch sent a SPAG directly to National for consideration. No word on if it was approved.
8.1.4
Shreveport
The mayor of Bossier City spoke at a branch meeting last week. The branch will be conducting a food and toy drive during the holidays. They will be sending two officers to the Baltimore conference.
8.2 Region 5
Mattei reported that a strategic planning meeting was held Sunday and Monday. Schumann represented the Section.
8.3 President 
8.3.1  Strategic Planning




  No report.
8.3.2
Operating Guide

DesOrmeaux noted that Tim Ruppert and Barbara Featherston will bring the          operating guide up to date and progress will begin in January.
8.3.3  Disaster Response


 
   No report.
8.3.4  LA Journal – Directors


   No report.

8.3.5  Baltimore Conference

  This topic was discussed earlier in the meeting.
8.3.6  Student Chapters
   Item will be discussed at beginning on 2008.
9.0 Committee Reports
9.1 Special Awards and Activities
No Reports.
9.2 Student Awards
No Reports.

9.3 Other

No Reports.
10.0 Announcements

10.1 Next Meeting – date & location
DesOrmeaux recommended that the next Section Board meeting be held in New Orleans. Several members in attendance requested that the meeting be held in LaPlace, if at all possible for transportation reasons. The next meeting will take place on Friday, February 15, 2008. Location is forthcoming.

11.0 Adjournment

DesOrmeaux adjourned the meeting at 2:15 p.m.
E.R. DesOrmeaux, P.E.


President
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Timothy M. Ruppert, P.E. - Past President                                                                               





Directors  


Dax A. Douet, P.E.


Christopher G. Humphreys, P.E.


Charles E. Hudson, P.E.


Jeffrey L. Duplantis, P.E.


Robert Jacobsen, P.E.


Joseph Kolwe, Jr., P.E.


Ronald Schumann, P.E.


Rusty Cooper, E.I.


Christopher Sanchez, P.E.


Luke LeBas, P.E.











American Society of Civil Engineers


LOUISIANA SECTION








Page 1 of 6


4/15/2008


  4:07 PM

