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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

October 26, 2007
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions
The Board met at Ralph & Kacoo’s Seafood Restaurant.  President E. Ray DesOrmeaux called the meeting to order at 10:45 am.   The new Directors and current members were introduced.
In Attendance:
E. R. DesOrmeaux, PE


President





Ali Mustapha, PE



President-Elect

Christopher Knotts, PE


Vice-President










Timothy Ruppert, PE


Past President









Christopher Humphreys, PE

Director







Jeffrey Duplantis, PE


Director








Christopher Sanchez, PE

Assigned Director





Luke LeBas, PE



Assigned Director





Robert Jacobsen, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch


Joseph Kolwe, Jr., PE


President, Acadiana Branch




Ronald Schumann, PE


President, New Orleans Branch





James Porter, PE



Newsletter Editor
2.0 Opening Comments
DesOrmeaux opened the meeting with comments regarding the recent wildfires in California. If the Louisiana Section board was requested to help, we would in any feasible way. Currently, DesOrmeaux is waiting for any support requests from members in the area of the fires.
3.0 Approval of Agenda
The agenda was presented by DesOrmeaux. Two items were added. 
· Mustapha requested to add an Item 7.2 titled “Bobby Price Scholarship Fund”

· Knotts requested that Item 6.5 be added to address the Annual Report.

Ruppert moved to accept agenda. Motion was seconded. Motion passed.

4.0
Minutes of September 28, 2007
LeBas distributed the minutes of the September 28, 2007 Board Meeting for review. Ruppert moved to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Jacobsen.  Motion passed.
5.0
Secretary-Treasurer Report
LeBas distributed the Income and Expense report for review and comment. 

A discussion ensued about the amount of National support and distribution to branches. Knotts noted that financial support was received monthly from National to the Section Board. It was noted that the budget was unchanged due to the early progression of the New Year. Knotts motioned to accept the Treasurer’s report. Mustapha seconded. Motion passed.

6.0
Old Business
6.1
SPAG
Ruppert received proposals for SPAG from the Baton Rouge Branch. He didn’t have the proposals with him but thought that they were acceptable for submitting. Duplantis noted that the cost for a single digital billboard was about $4,000. It is proposed to again rent the billboard during Engineering Week. The billboard is to be placed at the same location as last year on College Drive. Ongoing discussion ensued on the advantages and disadvantages of a digital or vinyl billboard. The digital billboard was selected, if the SPAG is accepted.
If the small SPAG grant is submitted and approved, the Baton Rouge Branch would recommend a video to run during Engineer’s Week. The television stations mentioned for viewing included LPB, Cox, and Disney. The approximate amount needed to fund the video is $1,500. It was estimated that 29 random spots could be shown for the $1,500 with a potential for 58 total showings.


An additional small grant was discussed to assist with Volunteers in Public Schools. The volunteers would be able to assist 2nd and 3rd graders in mathematics. About 30 students could be helped at $50/student. 


Additional discussion continued on funding limitations including the potential for the Section to fund the grants if National doesn’t accept the grant applications. 


Jacobsen motioned to approve the SPAG application by the Baton Rouge Branch. Kolwe seconded. Motion passed.

6.2    LA Civil Engineering Journal
Porter reported that the current journal is at the printer. The cost increase for printing and publication will be known after this cycle. The current printer company recommended the name of a new printer in Port Allen should the expenses be too costly. Porter also noted that other prices were being obtained from a printer shop on Florida Boulevard in Baton Rouge. The tentative delivery date for the next journal is between 11/12/07 and 11/22/07. 
6.3   Web Site 
It was noted that the $3,000 budget is adequate for web site maintenance. The Section web site is operational as of this day. Jacobsen noted that the Baton Rouge Branch website is operational. Also, Mustapha noted that the Shreveport website is also operational. However, Kowle noted that the Acadiana Branch website is behind and that he would inquire with the webmaster as to why there are issues unresolved.  Schumann noted that the New Orleans website has an old address and that the Chapter is in the process of changing webmasters.

6.4   Younger Member Chair
Discussion took place describing the Younger Member’s responsibilities on the Branch level.  It was noted that younger members have difficulty securing administrative leave for Section Board meeting attendance due to job responsibilities. Ms. Samantha Miller who is the Younger Member Chair cannot attend Section Board meetings due to this issue. 

Sanchez asked specifically what the Younger Member Chair’s responsibilities included. DesOrmeaux responded that the Younger Member Chair is responsible for soliciting faculty advisor information from the participating universities, as well as, attending leadership conferences, and working with high schools to increase the profession’s opportunities.

The Orlando Conference was discussed and DesOrmeaux noted that if he receives proposals for attendance and branch sponsorship from the Branch Presidents by  November 30th, he will forward to Mustapha for review and discussion. 

6.5    Section Annual Report
Knotts reported that he has the Annual Report prepared except for the information needed from the Shreveport, Acadiana, and New Orleans Branches. The report is due by November 30th. Knotts is to receive the three outstanding reports by next week for inclusion in the Section Report. 
7.0 New Business

7.1 Legislative Conference – D.C.

DesOrmeaux asked if anyone from the branches is interested in attending the Legislative Conference in Washington.  Ruppert noted that the Baton Rouge Branch had requested that Joey Coco be allowed to attend. DesOrmeaux then asked the Branch President’s to poll their members for interest in attending the conference. Mustapha noted that branch board members or section members should have priority for attending before members.

7.2 Bobby Price Scholarship fund

Discussion among meeting attendees centered on the meeting banquet the night before in Ruston, La. Dr. Bobby Price was honored for his contributions to civil engineering and made an honorary member. The Shreveport Branch funded the award banquet. Mustapha suggested a scholarship be created and funded for $1,000 in Dr. Price’s name. Ruppert suggested that the Section Board fund the scholarship as a one time expenditure. Knotts made a motion that the Section fund $1,500 as a one time expenditure for the scholarship.  Knotts then made a motion amendment to send a letter from the Section Board commending Dr. Price for his deeds and accolades to the profession. Mustapha seconded motion. Motion passed.

NOTE: An agenda item was requested for addition by Dr. Norma Jean Mattei of UNO.


    Agenda Item 7.4 was added titled: UNO Funding.

7.3 Student Chapter Advisor
Jacobsen discussed the status of the current student chapter advisor at LSU. Additional discussion ensued on the fact that the LSU Student Chapter should not be excluded from activities due to the current situation. 

The by-laws were discussed as to the necessity of a Student Chapter Advisor being a Civil Engineering graduate. It was noted that Mr. Meunier is not a civil engineer but has done an outstanding job as advisor to this point. A question was raised as to whether or not a member or professor could serve as the Official Student Chapter Advisor with a non degreed civil engineer serving as the active advisor.  Jacobsen reported that he will check the by-laws and discuss with Dr. Voyiadjis. He will report back to the Section by November 10, 2007.

7.4 UNO Funding

Mattei discussed moving laboratory equipment from the Civil Engineering Department at Tulane University’s campus to UNO’s campus. Moving the equipment would take approximately one month. Mattei noted that Boh Brothers has agreed to allow vehicles and personnel to move equipment. MTS is the company that would decommission and recommission the equipment for UNO. The cost to do this effort totals $17,000. Mattei noted that the equipment was upgraded about 2 years ago and exceeds most of the equipment in UNO’s laboratory. Schumann offered that the New Orleans branch investigate and report back to the Section Board (DesOrmeaux) by November 9, 2007.
Schumann requested that Mattei gather immediate funding needs and report to him for discussion with New Orleans Branch members.  Jacobsen remarked that the Baton Rouge Branch would consider requests for supplemental funding. 

8.0 Reports
8.1 Branch Reports
8.1.1
Acadiana
Kolwe indicated that at the last Acadiana Branch meeting, a presentation was made by Larry Broussard (City of Lafayette) on FEMA Flood maps. The delegates in attendance expressed concern about liability issues from the new regulations. Kolwe also wondered how this issue would affect E&O Insurances.
Kolwe discussed the Spring Conference to be held in Lafayette in April, 2008. 11 of 13 sessions were filled. There is a luncheon scheduled next week and an ethics presentation. The Acadiana Branch intends to send 2 attendees to the conference in Baltimore, Md.

No action on SPAG at this time. Kolwe raised the issue of whether the paper copy of the newsletter could be issued to subscribing members only and that an email with the letter should be sent to other members.

DesOrmeaux recommended minimizing costs to members for conferences such as the upcoming Spring Conference and that the conference not be a profit venture for the hosting branches.

Approximately $2,000 is given by the Section to the Branch for hosting the Spring Conference.

8.1.2
Baton Rouge

Jacobsen reported that a branch meeting was held last week at LSU. An update to the Coastal Master’s program was given by LSU Faculty. Jacobsen did not have a written report for submittal at this time. Verbal only.
8.1.3
New Orleans
Schumann noted that a branch meeting was held last week. The speaker was Gerry Satterlie (Formerly of the New Orleans District of the Corps of Engineers). The branch is returning to regularly scheduled meetings from Hurricane Katrina. Also, Schumann noted that two subcommittees were being formed including a Structural Committee and a Geotechnical Committee to better serve the reconstruction needs of the Greater New Orleans area.
No written report was submitted at this time. Verbal only.

8.1.4
Shreveport
Mustapha noted that the Shreveport Branch President and Director were not in attendance due to participating in their professional engineering exam on this day. 
Mustapha noted that the reception for Dr. Bobby Price was well received the night before in Shreveport. 

The October joint meeting with LES was well attended.

DesOrmeaux commended the Shreveport Branch for giving back to the Section Branch including recognition of Dr. Price. 

NOTE: All future honorary members will be referred to as “Distinguished Members”. 

DesOrmeaux will check on the list of “Distinguished Members” on the website.

8.2 Region 5
Norma Jean Mattei reported that a Regional meeting will be held the Saturday and Sunday after the meeting in Orlando, Florida. Mattei is currently Secretary and potentially Vice President in the upcoming year. The upcoming meeting will discuss Two-Part Strategic Planning. She asked the Section Board members in attendance if there were any needs that she could raise at the Regional meeting. 

Discussion ensued as to what duties do the Regional Board performs. Mattei reported that Regional members sit on National Committees and lobby on behalf of local boards including Section Boards and needs.  Also, Regional members participate in conferences on a national basis.  
8.3 Past President – Tim Ruppert


Ruppert noted that the meeting in Shreveport last night went very well. He attended for 
Section Board President DesOrmeaux and presented an award to Dr. Bobby Price.


He noted that he attended Student Chapter meetings last year as Section Board President 
as often as his schedule allowed. 
8.4 President

8.4.1
Strategic Planning




  Nothing noted.

8.4.2 Operating Guide

DesOrmeaux noted that Tim Ruppert and Barbara Featherston will bring the operating guide up to date. DesOrmeaux asked whether or not this required formal approval by the Section Board. The by-laws would be presented at the Spring Conference.

8.4.3
Disaster Response

DesOrmeaux suggested that a Disaster Response Plan be created for the Section Branch and all local branches. 
DesOrmeaux tapped the Assigned Directors to coordinate generating this plan.

8.4.4 LA Journal – Directors

The Directors are to work with the Branch Presidents to increase advertisements in the Journal. DesOrmeaux asked the Directors for preliminary talking points by the next board meeting.
8.4.5 Orlando Conference

This topic was covered in a previous earlier meeting discussion.

8.4.6 Student Chapter

DesOrmeaux noted that he visited the McNeese Student Chapter and indicated that he will attend meetings at all Student Chapters in the next year.

NOTE: DesOrmeaux noted that the Section written report will be furnished to the Secretary in the near future.

9.0 Committee Reports
9.1 Special Awards and Activities
No Reports.
9.2 Student Awards
No Reports.

9.3 Other

No Reports.
10.0 Announcements

10.1 Next Meeting – date & location
DesOrmeaux recommended that the next Section Board meeting be held in New Orleans. Several members in attendance requested that the meeting be held in LaPlace, if at all possible for transportation reasons. The next meeting will take place on Friday, November 30, 2007. Location is forthcoming.

10.2 Other

Schumann noted that he attended the Levees.org and Lake Pontchartrain Basin meeting. There was discussion of an article that may have misrepresented ASCE’s opinion on levee failure causes. It was perceived as “too aligned with the COE’s report”. 

Additional discussion was held on the duties of a civil engineer to the public. 

· The duty of a civil engineer is to keep the safety of the public first and foremost as well as educating the public on such matters.

· It was noted that civil engineers are to be the “eyes & ears” for the public on proper protection of flood issues.

11.0 Adjournment

DesOrmeaux adjourned the meeting at 1:48 pm.
E.R. DesOrmeaux, P.E.


President


P. O Box 52194


1454 Surrey Street


Lafayette, La. 70505


.


Patrick J. Landry, P.E.


Secretary-Treasurer


Louisiana Department of Natural Resources


Coastal Engineering Division


635 Cajundome Blvd.


P.O. Box 62027


Lafayette, LA  70596-2027





Ali Mustapha, P.E. - President Elect


Christopher P. Knotts, P.E. - Vice President


Timothy M. Ruppert, P.E. - Past President                                                                               





Directors  


Dax A. Douet, P.E.


Christopher G. Humphreys, P.E.


Charles E. Hudson, P.E.


Jeffrey L. Duplantis, P.E.


Robert Jacobsen, P.E.


Joseph Kolwe, Jr., P.E.


Ronald Schumann, P.E.


Rusty Cooper, E.I.


Christopher Sanchez, P.E.


Luke LeBas, P.E.
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