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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

May 30, 2008
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions
The Board met at the Hilton Hotel at the conclusion of the Coastal Engineering Conference.  President E. Ray DesOrmeaux called the meeting to order at 1:42 pm.  
In Attendance:
E. R. DesOrmeaux, PE


President





Ali Mustapha, PE



President-Elect

Christopher Knotts, PE


Vice-President










Patrick Landry, PE


Secretary-Treasurer








Jeffrey Duplantis, PE


Director




Chris Humphreys, PE


Director





Dax Douet, PE



Director








Luke LeBas, PE



Assigned Director





Ronnie Schumann, PE


President, New Orleans Branch






Robert Jacobsen, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch






James Porter, PE



Newsletter Editor




Norma Jean Mattei, PE


Region 5 Governor




Charles Eustis, PE


Publications Committee
2.0 Opening Comments
President DesOrmeaux welcomed everyone to the Section Board meeting.
3.0 Approval of Agenda
The agenda was presented by President DesOrmeaux.  Item 6.9 “Spag Update” was added to the agenda by Jeff Duplantis.   Duplantis moved to accept the agenda as revised.  Ali Mustapha seconded the motion.  Motion approved.
4.0
Minutes of April 18, 2008
Pat Landry distributed the minutes of the April 18, 2008 board meeting for review.  Regarding Item 6.7 “IPET”, President DesOrmeaux reported that he had received 70-80 favorable emails commenting on his editorial letter entitled “It’s our Community, Too”.  He had received three letters which he responded to and had spoken with Dr. Ray Seed on two occasions.  Dr. Seed offered to visit Louisiana and present his group’s findings but President DesOrmeaux informed him that we had received their information from other members of his committee.  Ali Mustapha moved to accept the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Chris Knotts.  Motion passed.
5.0
Secretary-Treasurer Report
Pat Landry distributed the Income and Expense report for review and comment.  Luke LeBas moved to accept the report.  Ali Mustapha seconded. Motion passed.
6.0
Old Business
6.1
LA Civil Engineering Journal
No report regarding the revenues and expenses.  The Journal Committee report is discussed in detail in Item 8.3 below.
6.2    Website
Jim Porter reported that the Section is incurring only monthly maintenance costs from Trendsic Corporation and not development costs. Pat Landry reported that monthly maintenance costs are approximately $150-$250.
6.3   Spring Conference - Lafayette
President DesOrmeaux reported that he was pleased with the Cajundome Convention Center facilities.  Several board members expressed disappointment with the low attendance at the Thursday night banquet.  Chris Knotts suggested making the banquet fee mandatory in the registration and not a separate pay item.  This suggestion will be taken under advisement prior to next year’s Spring Conference in Baton Rouge.
6.6    Legislative Conference – D.C.

Chris Knotts clarified that the Board’s decision for the official representative to the conference would be the Section’s current Vice-President.  In the event the Vice-President is unable to attend, the Board would select one of the other officers or directors.








6.7    Officer Nominations – 2008-09
No action.
6.8
Director Nominations – 2008-09
Ali Mustapha moved to appoint Dax Douet and Chris Humphreys as Directors-at-Large from the Acadiana and New Orleans branches, respectively.  Chris Knotts seconded. Motion passed.
6.9    Spag Update
Jeff Duplantis reported that the Baton Rouge Branch final report for the large SPAG was submitted to Tim Ruppert in early April but that the branch had not received the remaining SPAG monies.  Pat Landry will check into the status of the report and added that all reports (for large and small SPAG’s) must be submitted to National by August 1, 2008.
7.0 New Business

7.1 Student Chapter Annual Reports
Pat Landry reported that reports from UNO, La.Tech, ULL and LSU have been received and allotments dispersed.  Reports from McNeese and Southern have not been received yet. President DesOrmeaux will check into the status of these reports.  The Board decided to withhold the student chapter allotments for McNeese and Southern until next year, since the student chapter reports were due by April 1, 2008.
7.2 Hurricane Relief Fund
President DesOrmeaux reported that there is $4,800 remaining in the Hurricane Relief Account and wants to close out the account as soon as possible.  ASCE National has approved the “Memorandum of Understanding” (MOU) between the Section and the universities.  The MOU states in part, that the Section agrees to provide to any university a payment of $750 if the university sends a minimum of two (2) students to the Annual Leadership Conference in February, 2009, provided that the university provides a matching contribution.  ASCE National will contribute an additional $500 to each participating student chapter.
7.3 Headquarters Orientation – Oct. 2008
Ali Mustapha suggested that the Section send a representative to this orientation.  Ronnie Schumann suggested that the incoming Secretary-Treasurer be considered as the official delegate from the Board.  Chris Knotts moved that the Secretary-Treasurer be appointed as the official delegate and that $800 be added to next year’s budget to cover travel expenses. Ali Mustapha seconded.  Motion approved.
7.4 BOK & Prop. 465 – Fall Conference & Faculty Meetings
Dr. Jeffrey Russell, Dr. Ken McManus and Ken Fridley will speak at the Fall Conference on Body of Knowledge. They will try to speak to faculties at all of the state universities over a two day period. The conference will be held on September 24 & 25th. President DesOrmeaux requested reimbursement of $1,200 of expenses related to lodging and travel for Dr. Russell and Dr. Marcuson from the Spring Conference. The Acadiana Branch will reimburse President DesOrmeaux for these expenses.
7.5  2008 Section Installation Banquet

Ali Mustapha reported that the installation banquet will be held at a noon luncheon on September 19, 2008 at the University Club. In addition to the Section Officers installation, the Shreveport Branch officers will be installed as well. The Section Awards will be presented at that time as well.
8.0 Reports
8.1 Branch Reports
8.1.1
Acadiana


Dax Douet reported that the Spring Conference went well and that they will be   



looking to add some experienced people as branch officers next year.
8.1.2
Baton Rouge

 Bob Jacobsen reported that Billy Wall did an exceptional job coordinating the Coastal Engineering Conference held May 29-30th  in Baton Rouge.
8.1.3
New Orleans

Ronnie Schumann reported that a general membership meeting was recently held and that their awards banquet will be held in June and 70-80 people are expected to attend.
8.1.4
Shreveport
Ali Mustapha reported that the branch has completed their meeting schedule for the year. The annual golf tournament was held in the spring and was a success.
8.2 Region 5

Dr. Norma Jean Mattei reported that Dennis Truax put together a grant proposal to fund a 

workshop to get a group of panelists to discuss opportunities for members to participate in 


ASCE activities. This panel will speak on the first day of the Fall Conference in New 


Orleans.

8.3 President – LA Journal Committee
President DesOrmeaux reported that he received a written report from the Journal Committee with their recommendations for the Journal’s future. Jim Porter will continue to help with the Publications Committee as he transitions out as editor. President DesOrmeaux wants to schedule another Section Board meeting August 1st to address two specific issues: 1) determine an effective plan for the journal’s future and 2) establish training procedures for new and continuing board members regarding the operating guide. He stated that he will take over the duties of revising the Operating Guide from Tim Ruppert due to Tim’s continued heavy workload at the Corps of Engineers. The August 1st meeting will be held at Don’s Seafood Restaurant in Lafayette at 10:30 am.
9.0 Committee Reports
9.1 Special Activities & Awards











No report.

9.2 Student Awards













No report.
9.3    Section Awards
Chris Knotts reported that nomination forms for the Section Awards are due back to him by June 16th. President DesOrmeaux requested that a good effort be made to get several qualified nominees for each award. Dax Douet requested that the nomination process be clarified so that each branch is consistent. After some discussion, it was decided that each branch should nominate only one person for each award, as opposed to each branch submitting multiple names for the same award. 
Bob Jacobsen discussed the Wall of Fame award and what he felt is a tremendous backlog of engineers deserving of this award. After some discussion, no specific action was taken. Chris Knotts suggested that each Branch could have their own Wall of Fame.
10.0 Announcements

10.1 Next Meeting – date & location
President DesOrmeaux announced that the next meeting will be in Lafayette at Don’s Seafood Restaurant at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, August 1, 2008.
11.0 Adjournment

DesOrmeaux adjourned the meeting at 4:30 p.m.
E.R. DesOrmeaux, P.E.


President
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