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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

February 15, 2008
Laplace, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions
The Board met at Belle Place Country Club.  President E. Ray DesOrmeaux called the meeting to order at 10:52 am.  
In Attendance:
E. R. DesOrmeaux, PE


President





Ali Mustapha, PE



President-Elect

Christopher Knotts, PE


Vice-President










Patrick Landry, PE


Secretary-Treasurer








Jeffrey Duplantis, PE


Director




Chris Humphreys, PE


Director





Eric Hudson, PE



Director








Christopher Sanchez, PE

Assigned Director





Ronnie Schumann, PE


President, New Orleans Branch






Robert Jacobsen, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch






James Porter, PE



Newsletter Editor




Norma Jean Mattei, PE


Region 5 Governor
2.0 Opening Comments
President DesOrmeaux welcomed everyone to the Section Board meeting.
3.0 Approval of Agenda
The agenda was presented by President DesOrmeaux.  Ali Mustapha moved to approve the agenda. Chris Knotts seconded the motion. Motion approved.
4.0
Minutes of December 7, 2007
Pat Landry distributed the minutes of the December 7, 2007, board meeting for review. Three items were requested to be modified: 1) In Item 1.0, Change Norma Jean Mattei’s title to “Governor”; 2) In Item 6.2, Change “Baton Printing” to “Baton Rouge Printing” in the second to last sentence of the first paragraph; 3) In Item 6.5, Add “SEI” in the first sentence. Bob Jacobsen moved to accept the minutes as amended. The motion was seconded by Jeff Duplantis.  Motion passed.
5.0
Secretary-Treasurer Report
Pat Landry distributed the Income and Expense report for review and comment. President DesOrmeaux suggested that the Section pay expenses for students who attended the Region 5 Conference. The Board agreed to revisit his suggestion later in the meeting. Ali Mustapha moved to accept the report. Chris Humphreys seconded. Motion passed.
6.0
Old Business
6.1
SPAG
Jeff Duplantis and Ronnie Schumann requested that the Section reimburse the Baton Rouge and New Orleans branches for the balance of the SPAG expenses not covered by National. Eric Hudson moved that the Section reimburse a total of $1,300 ($500 for Baton Rouge and $800 for New Orleans) for SPAG expenditures. Ali Mustapha seconded. Motion passed.
6.2    LA Civil Engineering Journal
Jim Porter reported that Baton Rouge Printing is requesting advance payment for publication of the section journal. He has been pleased with Baton Rouge Printing’s professional service and attentive employees. Delivery of the next issue should be within the next two weeks. Ali Mustapha will check on which advertisers need to be contacted for payment.
President DesOrmeaux has formed a committee comprised of Dr. Kam Movassaghi, Charles Eustis and Bill Gwyn who will meet with Jim Porter regarding the duties of the publication committee. President DesOrmeaux has spoken with other Sections regarding their publications and will share their information with the Section Board when all information is received. The importance of soliciting and retaining potential advertisers was discussed.
6.3   Web Site 
Jim Porter reported that he is getting a few updates made.
6.4    UNO Funding Request

Norma Jean Mattei reported that UNO has sufficient funding to move the new equipment to UNO but cannot commission equipment until they can refurbish the rooms to house the equipment. UNO is paying for the renovations and is currently waiting on bids.

6.5    LSU Faculty Advisor
Bob Jacobsen requested deletion of this item.

6.6
Legislative Conference – D.C.
a. Attendees 

Chris Knotts and Luke Lebas will attend the conference and ASCE National should pay expenses for both. At the request of Jim Porter, Knotts will write an article for the Section Journal related to their experiences at the conference. Knotts and Lebas will meet with Representative Charles Melancon during the trip.
b. Policy – Operating Guide 
Chris Knotts recommended that the Vice-President be designated as the official Section designee for future Legislative Conferences. If the Vice-President is unable to attend, the Section Board will appoint another board member.

6.7    Spring Conference – Lafayette

President DesOrmeaux discussed the following issues:
1.    ASCE Past President, Bill Marcuson will be the speaker for the Thursday luncheon.

2. Dr. Joseph Savoie, incoming ULL President, will be the keynote speaker at the Thursday night awards dinner.

3. Dr. Jeffrey Russell will be a session speaker, and his talk will be concerned with Body of Knowledge and ASCE Policy 465.

4. DesOrmeaux would like the Section Board members to introduce session speakers.

5. There are still openings for speakers. For future Spring Conferences, DesOrmeaux would like Section Directors to find speakers.

6. A crawfish boil will be held on the Wednesday night before the conference.

7. Students will be admitted free to the conference sessions and will only be charged for meals.

6.8    IPET – ASCE- Mongon letter
President DesOrmeaux submitted a letter to ASCE National President David Mongon on December 6, 2007, asking how money received from the Corps of Engineers was dispersed. DesOrmeaux was pleased with the response letter from Mr. Mongon and sent a thank you letter in return. The Dr. Ray Seed letter prompted ASCE to hire a former U.S. Congressman and appoint an external committee to review policies and to ensure adherence to ethics. Another issue dealing with professional conduct was turned over to a Professional Conduct Issue committee. A preliminary report is expected in April. There are indications that there may be policy changes based on the committee report. Ronnie Schumann reported that there have been no repercussions from the Times Picayune or New Orleans branch members. Schumann reported that former National President and New Orleans resident, Tom Jackson, made a presentation to New Orleans branch members recently on ASCE’s role on the internal review panel. Jackson reported that ASCE had accepted money for expenditures for the studies. Bob Jacobsen reported that Dr. Gordon Boutwell will speak at the Baton Rouge branch March meeting regarding the topic of “Lessons learned from Katrina”.
6.9   Young Member Committee (Added as an agenda item late)
Ali Mustapha reported that Elba Hamilton will volunteer as the Young Member Committee chairperson. President DesOrmeaux asked if she would serve on the National Diversity Committee and feels she could handle both positions. He will speak with Ms. Hamilton about the National Diversity position.
7.0 New Business

7.1 Student Chapter Annual Reports
ULL student chapter has submitted their annual report to National and a copy was given to Pat Landry. UNO has submitted their report as well.
7.2 Hurricane Relief Fund
a. Education
The Hurricane Relief fund has been in existence for 26 months. A Memorandum of Understanding was signed with state universities for student funding of scholarships. UNO, ULL and LSU students have all been awarded funds with matching funds from their respective universities. Southern University was awarded $6,000 two years ago but has yet to award a scholarship to a student. DesOrmeaux has discussed this with Dr. Carriere at Southern and the Baton Rouge Section Board members will discuss this with Dr. Carriere again in the near future. Southern will need to locate a deserving student for the award and attest that they have matched the funds provided to them. These funds were donated by all ASCE members in response to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.
b. Leadership – Students – Cherry Hills, N.J. Feb. 6-7, 2009
President DesOrmeaux has proposed that some of the remaining Hurricane Relief funds be used to support sending student officers from each branch to the Leadership Conference next year. He is proposing to send two students from each chapter at an approximate cost of $1,200/chapter, with $700/chapter coming from the relief fund and the remaining $500/chapter from National. He would like to get names of students planning to attend the conference by October 1, 2008. He stated that there is approximately $4,000 to $5,000 remaining in the Hurricane Relief Fund.

7.3 Baltimore Leadership Conference
Ronnie Schumann reported that Ben Cody from New Orleans and six UNO students attended the conference. It was very instructional and the New Orleans branch funded $2,600 for Cody and the students to attend. Mustapha reported that the conference was very well attended.

7.4 Nomination of Officers
President DesOrmeaux asked board members to notify him if they were interested in continuing to serve on the board next year. The New Orleans Branch needs to nominate someone for the Secretary-Treasurer position. The Acadiana and New Orleans Branches will need to supply nominations for Director positions.
8.0 Reports
8.1 Branch Reports
8.1.1
Acadiana


No report.
8.1.2
Baton Rouge

 Jacobsen reported that the LSU student chapter needs to coordinate with other student chapters who have already turned in their annual report. He also discussed that the branch is planning to co-sponsor a Coastal Engineering workshop with DNR and LSU in late May or early June. He mentioned that there is a great need for this kind of workshop to get information to the consultant community and general public considering the amount of dollars that will be received from the federal government for coastal protection in the upcoming months.
8.1.3
New Orleans

Ronnie Schumann reported that Tom Jackson spoke at their January branch meeting. His topic was discussed earlier in Item 6.8. The February meeting will have a speaker discussing the topic of “Engineers without Borders”. The Structures committee recently held a presentation on the subject of “Total Pre-Cast Construction” on February 13th. Schumann reported that UNO has instituted PDH requirements for their seniors. Seniors will be required to earn 3 PDHs as part of their graduation requirements. The new mailing address for the branch is: P.O. Box  8281 Metairie, La. 70011.
8.1.4
Shreveport
Eric Hudson reported that two $1,000 scholarships were awarded to the Outstanding Junior and Senior recently. These scholarships are given annually from proceeds from their golf tournament held each spring. Dr. Norma Jean Mattei will be the guest speaker later in February, making a presentation on Ethics. Branch members have been volunteering at the Southport Discovery Center.
8.2 Region 5
Mattei reported that a conference call was held to wrap up their Strategic Planning. They chose 5 to 6 major topics on which to focus their attention. The topics included:
1. Developing a Technical Resource Directory of engineers in each section for contacts.

2. Develop a quarterly newsletter to be emailed by mid-year

3. Prepare an Operations Manual

4. Develop opportunities for Section Presidents to be able to meet (Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi)
5. Educational Development – Dennis Truax put together an activity grant and was funded for a workshop which would identify opportunities for members to participate in ASCE activities.

8.3 President 
President DesOrmeaux reported that he nominated Dr. Norma Jean Mattei to be the Region 5 Director. The election will be held in Atlanta, Georgia.
8.3.1 Operating Guide

DesOrmeaux reports that Tim Ruppert and Barbara Featherston will submit a preliminary report in April at the Spring Conference.

8.3.2
  LA Journal - Directors 




No report.   


9.0 Committee Reports
9.1 Special Awards and Activities
Ali Mustapha reported that Life Member and Student Awards will be presented at the Spring Conference. President DesOrmeaux asked that board members contact the Student Chapter Advisors and submit names as soon as possible.
DesOrmeaux asked about the location of the next Section Officers installation banquet in September. Previous discussion at an earlier Section Board meeting was held on whether to continue meeting in New Orleans or to move the installation banquet to the hometown of the incoming President. After some discussion, Ronnie Schumann moved to rotate the banquet to the hometown of the incoming President with a second from Chris Knotts. Motion passed. It was noted that the banquet should be an evening meeting and all were in agreement. The installation banquet this year will be held in Shreveport, the hometown of the incoming Section President, Ali Mustapha.

10.0 Announcements

10.1 Next Meeting – date & location
DesOrmeaux stated that the next meeting will be held in conjunction with the Spring Conference on April 18th in Lafayette.
11.0 Adjournment

DesOrmeaux adjourned the meeting at 2:14 p.m.
E.R. DesOrmeaux, P.E.


President


P. O Box 52194


1454 Surrey Street


Lafayette, La. 70505


.


Patrick J. Landry, P.E.
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