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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

August 8, 2008
Lafayette, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions
The Board met at Don’s Seafood Restaurant.  President E. Ray DesOrmeaux called the meeting to order at 11:20 am.  
In Attendance:
E. R. DesOrmeaux, PE


President





Ali Mustapha, PE



President-Elect

Christopher Knotts, PE


Vice-President










Patrick Landry, PE


Secretary-Treasurer








Dax Douet, PE



Director




Ronnie Schumann, PE


President, New Orleans Branch






Robert Jacobsen, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch






Dr. Kam Movassaghi, PE

ASCE Institute/Journal Committee


2.0 Opening Comments
President DesOrmeaux welcomed everyone to the Section Board meeting.
3.0 Approval of Agenda
The agenda was presented by President DesOrmeaux.  Item 8.8 “Adopt budget” was added to the agenda by DesOrmeaux.  Dr. Kam Movassaghi requested that “Item 9.5 “ASCE Institute” be added.  Ali Mustapha moved to accept the agenda as revised.  Chris Knotts seconded.  Motion was approved.
4.0
Minutes of May 30, 2008
Pat Landry distributed the minutes of the May 30, 2008 board meeting for review.  Ronnie Schumann moved to accept the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Dax Douet.  Motion was approved.
5.0
Secretary-Treasurer Report
Pat Landry distributed the Income and Expense report for review and comment.  Ali Mustapha moved to accept the report as presented.  Chris Knotts seconded.  Motion passed.
6.0
LA Civil Engineering Journal

6.1
Revenue & Expense


No Report.
7.0
Old Business
7.1
Web site
Ali Mustapha questioned who will be the Section webmaster for next year.  President DesOrmeaux will talk to Jim Porter to see if he’s still interested in being the Section’s webmaster.
7.2    Fall Conference – New Orleans
Ronnie Schumann reported that the Fall Conference will be held on September 24th & 25th 
and that 80% to 90% of the program is complete.  President DesOrmeaux requested that the speaker times for the Body of Knowledge (BOK) presenters be firmed up as soon as possible. Schumann reported that the New Orleans branch installation banquet will be held on Tuesday, September 23rd at Drago’s and that the BOK presenters may be invited to the banquet.

7.3   Hurricane Relief Fund
President DesOrmeaux requested that the Board meet with their local university officials and try to solicit student participation in the Leadership Conference in New Jersey in February.  Hurricane Relief funds will be used to offset expenses of students attending the conference.
7.4    Headquarters Orientation

Ronnie Schumann will represent the Board at the Orientation Workshop.
7.5    Director Nominations 2008-09
No report.
7.6
SPAG
Ronnie Schumann reported that the New Orleans branch is still working on the Hurricane billboard SPAG.  Pat Landry reported that the Baton Rouge SPAG final report and the New Orleans preliminary report had been submitted to National.  New Orleans will need to submit a final report once their SPAG billboard project is completed.
7.7 Student Chapter Annual Reports
Bob Jacobsen requested that the Board reconsider giving Southern University their $200 allotment check. The board had decided at the last meeting to withhold Southern and McNeese’s allotment checks since the two universities had not submitted their Annual Reports. Southern did submit their report on time but it had not been received by the Section Board prior to the last meeting.  Bob Jacobsen moved that the Board send Southern the $200 allotment check.  Ali Mustapha seconded. Motion passed. 
8.0 New Business

8.1    Student Chapter Annual Reports
Covered in Item 7.7
8.2    BOK & Prop. 465 – Fall Conference
Covered in Item 7.2.
8.3     2008 Section Installation Banquet
Ali Mustapha reported that the installation banquet will be held on September 19th in Shreveport at the University Club at 11:30 a.m.
  Dr. Bobby Price will preside over the installation ceremonies.
8.4    LA Journal 
Dr. Kam Movassaghi reported that the journal committee recommended that a committee of the President-Elect and four directors oversee the publication of the journal.  The journal committee recommended the hiring of a professional editor to review the content of the journal but not establish policy. Policy should be established by the committee that oversees the journal.  One of the functions of the committee would be to seek articles from individuals outside of the Section, in addition to articles from the branches. Dr. Movassaghi contacted Will Sentell, a writer with the Morning Advocate, but Mr. Sentell did not have the time to be the editor of the journal. Mr. Sentell was to research other potential editors but hadn’t gotten back with Dr. Movassaghi yet.  President DesOrmeaux brought up the “Silent Partners” proposal and discussed this organization as a possible editorial service. Bob Jacobsen proposed looking into someone with LSU as a possible editor.  A general discussion followed with the main question to be answered – “What is the purpose of the Louisiana Section Journal?”  The general consensus was that the main purpose is to get local and state information to our general membership.  President DesOrmeaux stated that the time to make a decision of the journal’s future is now. He stated that ASCE in Texas is extremely satisfied with “Silent Partners” as their journal editor.  Chris Knotts suggested that we discuss with “Silent Partners”, the possibility of using their services. Ronnie Schumann moved to have Ray DesOrmeaux, Chris Knotts and Ali Mustapha enter into negotiations with “Silent Partners”. Pat Landry seconded. Motion passed.

8.5     PE Exam Review – ASCE Webinar
Bob Jacobsen reported that there was a poor response from individuals to study for the PE exam via the webinar in Baton Rouge. Ronnie Schumann reported that New Orleans will not host a webinar.  Dax Douet reported that there are five interested individuals in the Acadiana area and the branch will decide soon if they want to host the webinar for the five people.

8.6
ASCE- National Election 8-13-08

President DesOrmeaux reported that the election is next week and encouraged everyone to support Dr. Norma Jean Mattei in her election bid.
8.7
ASCE National Conference 11-6-08
Ali Mustapha will be attending the National Conference in Pittsburg.  President DesOrmeaux reported that he recently was elected to the Cap 3 Education Committee and would like to attend the conference as well.  Bob Jacobsen motioned to approve the funds to send President DesOrmeaux to the conference. Ronnie Schumann seconded. Motion passed.
8.8
Adopt Budget


 President DesOrmeaux requested that Pat Landry put together a draft 2008-2009 budget
for review after the Section Installation banquet in Shreveport on September 19th.
9.0
Reports
9.1
Branch Reports
9.1.1
Acadiana
Dax Douet reported that the branch has a new website.  The branch has sent out a mass email looking for nomination of officers.  The first meeting of the year will be on September 9th.
9.1.2
Baton Rouge

 Bob Jacobsen reported that Dr. Shinn is a dual appointment faculty advisor at both Southern and LSU.  The branch will need to discuss what to do with surplus funds from the Coastal Engineering Conference.  The guest speakers at their August and September luncheons will be DOTD Secretary Ankner and Mayor Kip Holden respectively.
9.1.3
New Orleans

Ronnie Schumann reported that the branches awards banquet was held at Commander’s Palace.
9.1.4
Shreveport
Ali Mustapha reported that the branch will begin meeting in September again.
9.2
Region 5 – Norma Jean Mattei

No report.
9.3 LA Journal Committee
This topic was discussed in Item 8.4
9.4
President – Operating Guidelines

President DesOrmeaux reported that he is working on the Operating Guide and hopes to have completed by next meeting.

9.5
ASCE Institute
Dr. Kam Movassaghi reported about ASCE Institutes and their benefits to civil engineers, whether or not they belong to ASCE.  The benefits are 1) the resources of the institute are at your disposal 2) they provide information about upcoming conferences 3) host conferences 4) write journals and 5) establish forums for people to exchange ideas.  He discussed the possibility of establishing institute chapters within the Louisiana Section. If any section or branch is willing to establish a chapter, the institute would provide a $1,000 grant.  Ronnie Schumann stated that the New Orleans branch has a structural institute.  Dr. Movassaghi reported that the Institute’s budget is separate from National and that a chapter can be operated independently, without interference from National.  He has asked his executive director to speak at the New Orleans Fall Conference.  President DesOrmeaux will send an email to board members to discuss further.
10.0   Committee Reports
10.1
Special Activities & Awards











No report.

10.2
Student Awards













No report.
10.3  Section Awards
Chris Knotts submitted the Awards report (attached). Ali Mustapha motioned to approve the committee’s recommendations for awards. Ronnie Schumann seconded. Motion approved.
11.0
Announcements

11.1
Next Meeting – date & location
President DesOrmeaux announced that the next meeting will be in Shreveport after the installation banquet on September 19th. 
12.0
Adjournment

DesOrmeaux adjourned the meeting at 3:30 p.m.
E.R. DesOrmeaux, P.E.


President


P. O Box 52194
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.


Patrick J. Landry, P.E.


Secretary-Treasurer
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Coastal Engineering Division
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Ali Mustapha, P.E. - President Elect


Christopher P. Knotts, P.E. - Vice President


Timothy M. Ruppert, P.E. - Past President                                                                               





Directors  


Dax A. Douet, P.E.


Christopher G. Humphreys, P.E.


Charles E. Hudson, P.E.


Jeffrey L. Duplantis, P.E.


Robert Jacobsen, P.E.


Joseph Kolwe, Jr., P.E.


Ronald Schumann, P.E.


Rusty Cooper, E.I.


Christopher Sanchez, P.E.


Luke LeBas, P.E.
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