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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

April 18, 2008
Lafayette, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions
The Board met at the Cajundome Convention Center at the conclusion of the Spring Conference.  President E. Ray DesOrmeaux called the meeting to order at 1:45 pm.  
In Attendance:
E. R. DesOrmeaux, PE


President





Ali Mustapha, PE



President-Elect

Chris Knotts, PE



Vice-President










Patrick Landry, PE


Secretary-Treasurer








Tim Ruppert, PE



Past President




Chris Humphreys, PE


Director





Joe Kolwe, PE



President, Acadiana Branch







Ronnie Schumann, PE


President, New Orleans Branch




Luke Lebas, PE



Assigned Director






Jerry Klier, PE
 


Student Awards Chairman






James Porter, PE



Newsletter Editor




Norma Jean Mattei, PE


Region 5 Governor




Charles Eustis, PE


Geotechnical Committee Chairman
2.0 Opening Comments
President DesOrmeaux welcomed everyone to the Section Board meeting.
3.0 Approval of Agenda
The agenda was presented by President DesOrmeaux.  Ali Mustapha moved to approve the agenda. Chris Knotts seconded the motion. Motion passed.
4.0
Minutes of February 15, 2008
Pat Landry distributed the minutes of the February 15, 2008 board meeting. After review, Tim Ruppert moved to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Chris Knotts. Motion passed.
5.0
Secretary-Treasurer Report
Pat Landry distributed the Income and Expense report for review and comment. President DesOrmeaux indicated that there would be additional expenses for lodging and meals for Dr. Bill Marcuson’s and Dr. Jeffrey Russell’s contributions to the conference, as well as, the meal at Don’s Seafood later that evening to discuss Body of Knowledge with civil engineers from several different organizations. He estimated that the total additional expenses would be approximately $1600 to $2000. Chris Knotts suggested modifying Item 8b “Spring Meeting” of the budget to reflect the added costs. Ali Mustapha moved to accept the report. Luke Lebas seconded. Motion passed.
6.0
Old Business
6.1
SPAG
No discussion.
6.2    LA Civil Engineering Journal
Jim Porter reported that he was working with Baton Rouge Printing on the next journal which would be out in May or June. Charles Eustis stated that a report would be submitted in the near future regarding the future of the journal. He commented that his committee was looking into paying someone for editorial services.
6.3   Web Site 
No discussion.
6.4    UNO Funding Request

No discussion.

6.5    Legislative Conference – D.C.
Chris Knotts reported that the conference was attended by Luke Lebas, Dr. Kam Movassaghi and him. They met with our legislative delegates and thought that the conference was very productive and recommended that the board send someone each year.
6.6
Spring Conference
President DesOrmeaux commended Joe Kolwe and the Acadiana Branch for hosting a very good Spring Conference.

6.7    IPET
President DesOrmeaux discussed that he had submitted an editorial letter to several newspapers in the state. His letter titled “It’s Our Community Too”, defends the work ASCE and its engineers have done prior to and post Hurricane Katrina. The letter will be published in the Lafayette newspaper next week and it was reported that the Times Picayune had published excerpts. Board members were pleased with the letter.
7.0 New Business

7.1 Levee Committee
Tim Ruppert reported that ASCE will once again provide a person to serve on the nominating committee for local levee boards. The committee will once again become active. Jerry Klier has served as ASCE’s representative on the board in the past. Ali Mustapha moved to nominate Mr. Klier as our representative. Pat Landry seconded. Motion passed.
8.0 Reports
8.1 Branch Reports
Chris Knotts moved that we dispense with branch reports. Joe Kolwe seconded the motion. Motion passed.
9.0 Committee Reports
9.1 Section Awards

Chris Knotts reported that he will email Branch Presidents to get nominations for the various awards. The Section would like to get one nominee from each branch for each award. Tim Ruppert, Ali Mustapha and Pat Landry will serve on the committee to judge the nominations. Nominations by the branches should be submitted to Chris Knotts by May 30th.
10.0 Announcements

10.1 Coastal Engineering Conference
Luke Lebas reported that the Department of Natural Resources, LSU and the ASCE Baton Rouge Branch will jointly host a Coastal Engineering Conference on May 29th and 30th in Baton Rouge.
10.2
Next Meeting – date & location

The next Section Board meeting will be held after the Coastal Engineering Conference in Baton Rouge on May 30th beginning at approximately 1:30 pm.

11.0 Adjournment

DesOrmeaux adjourned the meeting at 2:37 p.m.
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