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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

March 23, 2007
Shreveport, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order/Introductions

The Board met at the Clarion Shreveport Hotel following the General Membership meeting lunch at the Spring Conference.  President Ruppert called the meeting to order at 1:22PM.  Ruppert recognized Steve McCutcheon, Region 5 Governor.  Mustapha recognized Past President Featherston and announced that she was now employed with the City of Shreveport.
In Attendance:
Timothy Ruppert, PE


President

E. Ray DesOrmeaux, PE

President-Elect
Ali Mustapha, PE



Vice President





Christopher Knotts, PE


Secretary-Treasurer





Kim Garlington, PE


Past President





Kurt Nixon, PE



Director





Elba Hamilton, EI


President, Shreveport Branch





M. Jamal Khattak, PhD, PE

President, Acadiana Branch





Brant Richard, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch
Jerome Klier, PE



Chair, Student Awards Committee





Charles Eustis, PE


Chair, Geotechnical Committee




Steve McCutcheon, PhD, PE

Region 5 Board of Governors





Barbara Featherston, PE

Past President
2.0
Approval of Agenda

The agenda was presented by President Ruppert.  Richard made a motion to accept the Agenda as presented.  DesOrmeaux seconded.  Motion passed.
3.0
Approval of Minutes
Knotts informed that group that due to illness, minutes of the February 9th were unavailable at this time.  Ruppert asked Knotts to send them to DesOrmeaux when completed for review.
4.0
Treasurer’s Report (Knotts)


Mustapha distributed his last Income and Expenses statement.  A discussion was initiated by Mustapha regarding the current budget.  Richard stated that the Baton Rouge branch would be completing the paperwork to claim the 2nd half of the SPAG they were awarded.  DesOrmeaux said that we would probably have charges totaling $1,500 during this FY for the newsletter/magazine (Item #14).  Klier pointed out that in expense 1.b, we only paid out $1200 instead of $1400 due to Tulane dropping their Student Chapter.  That affected item 3.1, lowering it to $3,000 from $3,500.  Also, items 3.2 and 3.3 together were $1,320 instead of the $1,575 we had budgeted.

The Section’s account values were as follows:

Checking/Operating:
$40,751.53  (2/28/07)

Investment:


$43,702.48  (12/31/06)


Ruppert informed the board that following direction given at the February meeting, he was successful in closing our Fidelity Investment accounts.  Three checks totaling $44,640.99 were sent to Knotts.  Knotts will open Certificates of Deposits of varying terms at Whitney National Bank.

5.0
Old Business

5.1
Vision and Goals
President Ruppert distributed a draft Vision and Goals document.  After review, Klier asked if a mission statement and goal related to support of the Student Chapters could be added.  A short discussion followed and Klier’s suggestions were added.  Ruppert to revise the document accordingly and send out for review.
5.2 
PAC Resolution
DesOrmeaux discussed the results of the survey which was conducted earlier in the day reagarding the 501 (c) 6 and PAC.  Discussion followed.  DesOrmeaux volunteered to author a resolution and made a motion to do such.  Richard seconded.  Motion passed.
5.3
Disposition of Reserve Funds
Ruppert informed the board that following direction given at the February meeting, he was successful in closing our Fidelity Investment accounts.  Three checks totaling $44,067 were received by Ruppert and then sent to Knotts.  Certificates of Deposits with varying terms will be opened at Whitney National Bank as soon as possible.

6.0
New Business
6.1
Surplus Distribution Proposal from Baton Rouge Branch

Richard submitted a written proposal outlining the activities that the Baton Rouge Branch plans to use the surplus to accomplish.  Mustapha moved to approve this proposal.  Garlington seconded.  Motion passed.
7.0
Reports
7.1
Acadiana Branch (Khattak)

Dr. Khattak provided the board with a written report listing 6 items that the Acadiana board is currently involved.    Khattak did point out that Acadiana is planning a Spring Technical Seminar, tentatively scheduled for May 10th.
7.2 Baton Rouge Branch (Richard)
Richard reported that the Baton Rouge branch will have Bryan Harmon, East Baton Rouge City/Parish Chief Engineer for the DPW at their next monthly lunch meeting.  Richard will also invite the Life Members in the Baton Rouge branch that did not attend the Awards Banquet to this meeting to receive their certificate.  He also provided the board with an update on their website and on-line communications.

7.3
New Orleans Branch (Sanchez)


Ruppert reported that the New Orleans Branch’s website is back up, but at a new web address due to issues with the old site.  Their next monthly lunch meeting speaker will be speaking about the East Bank WWTP.

7.4
Shreveport Branch (Hamilton)

Hamilton reported that Mr. Godon Russell passed away the week before he was to speak to the Shreveport branch.  They did not have a monthly lunch meeting in March due to them hosting the Spring Conference.  They will host a Golf tournament next month to raise funds for scholarships.  The branch also gave $1000 to support the Deep South Conference being hosted at LA Tech.
7.5
Region 5 (Mattei)


McCutcheon reported that the Region 5 Board of Governors took some time off, but he is now pleased with the progress they have made in determining their mission within ASCE.  He thanked the LA Section, Norma Jean Mattei and Ruppert for their long standing support.
7.6
President (Ruppert)
Ruppert stated that since he had spoken at lunch and provided his President’s report at that time, he had no additional items to discuss at this time.
8.0 Committee Reports
8.1 Publications (DesOrmeaux)
DesOrmeaux informed the board that the Section’s Journal publication was going well.  He had asked the Branches to try and locate new advertisers, but had gotten no responses.  He will email the request again to the Branch Presidents.  DesOrmeaux discussed the possibility of an electronic journal in the future.  Also, the website development is progressing, but as stated in item 4.0, they will probably need $1500 between now and the end of this FY.  The website will include the capability for each Branch to update their info as needed.
8.2 Special Activities and Awards (Mustapha)
Mustapha reported that the deadline to submit awards applications is May 30, 2007.  He will email a reminder to all Branch Presidents.  McCutcheon recommended recognizing Dr. Gopu at Tulane and Jerry Klier for their service to ASCE and the Civil Engineering profession.
8.3 Younger Members (Weatherton)
Ruppert stated that Weatherton asked to be removed from this task.  Richard reminded Ruppert that at the February meeting, Samantha Miller agreed to accept this assignment.  Ruppert will contact Ms. Miller before the next meeting to confirm.  
8.4 Public Relations (Mustapha)

No report.

8.5 Student Awards & Activities (Klier)

Klier reported that the ULL Student Chapter is celebrating it 50th Anniversary and that he would like to recognize them somehow.  The McNeese University engineering building has been condemned due to hurricane damage.  He also would like to recognized, perhaps with cash awards, certificates or plaques, the faculty advisors of each Student Chapter.  Klier will bring a proposal to a future meeting.  Klier reported that the following students received the Distinguished Civil Engineering Senior Student award at last night’s banquet.
John David Brown


Louisiana Tech University

Lauren Johnson



Louisiana State University

Brandon DeJean



Southern University

Rebecca Scherer



University of New Orleans

Atieh Sehati



University of Louisiana – Lafayette

David Minton



McNeese State University

There was some discussion of reactivating the History and Heritage Committee in light of the ULL Anniversary and the Tulane decision to close their CE program.  McCutcheon stated that the closing ceremony for the CE program at TU would be May 18th.

8.6 Legislative Activities (Stephens)

No report.
8.7 Continuing Education (Waggenspack)

No report.
8.8 Nominating Committee (Garlington)

Ruppert distributed the Nominating Committee’s draft report.  He pointed out that President-Elect, Vice President and Secretary-Treasurer also needed to be listed on this report DesOrmeaux made a motion to accept the report with the recommended revisions.  Knotts seconded.  Motion passed.
8.9 Geotech Committee (Eustis)

No report.

8.10 ASCE Fellows Committee (Mattei)

No report.
8.11 LA Section Report Card (Bolinger)

No report.

9.0 Announcement/Handouts

9.1 Upcoming National Meetings

9.2 Next meeting:
April 13, 2007 in Lafayette
10.0 Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM.
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