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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

June 8, 2007
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions

The Board met at Ralph and Kacoo’s Restaurant.  President Ruppert called the meeting to order at 10:09 AM.  
In Attendance:
Timothy Ruppert, PE


President

E. Ray DesOrmeaux, PE

President-Elect
Ali Mustapha, PE



Vice President





Christopher Knotts, PE


Secretary-Treasurer





Kurt Nixon, PE



Director





Brant Richard, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch
Jerome Klier, PE



Chair, Student Awards Committee





James Porter



Newsletter Editor
2.0
Approval of Agenda

The agenda was presented by President Ruppert.  Klier requested that item 8.5 taken first so he could leave following his report due to a prior commitment.  DesOrmeaux made a motion to accept the Agenda as amended by Klier.  Mustapha seconded.  Motion passed.
3.0
Approval of Minutes
3.1
February 9, 2007 Minutes
Grammatical correction to item 6.4.  Mustapha made a motion to accept the minutes as corrected.  Nixon seconded.  Motion passed.
3.2
March 23, 2007 Minutes
Mustapha made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Nixon seconded.  Motion passed.

3.3
2007 Annual Meeting Minutes
Knotts presented the Board with the Annual Meeting minutes for review and comment only.

4.0
Treasurer’s Report (Knotts)


Knotts distributed the Income and Expenses statement dated June 4, 2007.  A discussion was initiated by Mustapha regarding the value of the Section Allotment in Revenue item 2 being more than expected.  Ruppert informed the Board that he had called ASCE National and a staff member told him that the allotment formula had changed leading to more income than expected.

Porter led a discussion related to Expense item 14b, Webmaster.  Porter informed the Board that we should expect to incur $200/month in expenses with no more website development.  Knotts made a motion to increase this item’s budget to $4000 to cover these expected costs.  Mustapha seconded.  Motion passed.

Knotts notified the Board that the fees associated with Expense item 12d, File Cabinet Rent and Expense to LEF had been increased.  Next year’s budget should reflect this increase.

Ruppert provided the Board with a request from the SAME/Vicksburg Engineering and Construction Camp for sponsorship of a camper.  $500 will be sent per Expense item 11c.
The Section’s accounts value were as follows:

Checking/Operating:
$28,012.41  (8/6/07)

Investment:


$44,640.99  (8/6/07)
5.0
Old Business

5.1
Vision and Goals
No additional information at this time.
5.2 
PAC Resolution
Ruppert discussed a letter received notifying of the failure of the PAC 501 (c) 6.  Much discussion followed with focus on potential future actions and reactions.
5.3
Disposition of Reserve Funds
Knotts also distributed a spreadsheet listing the terms and interest rates of the Section’s investment funds deposited at Whitney Bank into four Certificates of Deposit.  The terms varied from 3 months to 13 months, automatically renewing with initial interest rates varying from 1.99% to 3.2%.  The total of the four CDs was $44640.99.

6.0
New Business
6.1
2008 Dues

Ruppert presented a letter from ASCE National asking if the LA Section would like to modify any of our dues structure for 2008.  After discussion, no changes were recommended.
7.0
Reports
7.1
Acadiana Branch (Khattak)

No report.
7.2 Baton Rouge Branch (Richard)
Richard reported that the Branch has contracted with Trendsic Corp for their website maintenance.  All Branch activity is now web-based.  DOTD Secretary Bradberry spoke at their May meeting.  DOTD Contracts Administrator, Ed Wedge will be the speaker at the June meeting which will also be the Branch’s Past Presidents lunch.  Life Member Plaques not picked up at the Spring meeting will also be presented.  Richard informed the Board that Bob Jacobson and Pete Cali are working with ASCE National on a Critical Infrastructure Workshop for this Fall.  Also, Dr. Yvette Weatherton is leaving Southern University and Baton Rouge for a position at the University of Texas @ Arlington.

7.3
New Orleans Branch (Sanchez)


Sanchez reported that the Branch hosted a May 30th dinner with Region 5 Governor Steve McCutcheon and ASCE National Past President Tom Jackson.  Bill Ginn provided the group with a status of the geotechnical community in New Orleans.  Their May lunch was cancelled and the June lunch is scheduled for July 12th.  The Branch is working hard on the Fall Conference in September.  Tony Lamona will be the new chairman of the Branch’s Younger Member Committee.  Sanchez also requested that the New Orleans Branch be allowed to move their archives to the Section’s mini storage unit.  That request was approved by all present.  Sanchez also brought up some funding issues for New Orleans area universities.

7.4
Shreveport Branch (Hamilton)

Mustapha brought the Branch’s expense report from the Spring Conference.  Knotts provided Mustapha with the Section’s $2000 reimbursement check per Expense item 8b.
7.5
Region 5 (Mattei)


Ruppert reported on McCutcheon’s email in which he requests the La Section to support H.R. 2067, the Good Samaritan Protection for Construction, Architectural and Engineering Volunteeers Act of 2007 (Federal Good Samaritan Law) currently in Congress.  Following a discussion, DesOrmeaux made a motion to supporting this request.  Sanchez seconded.  Motion passed.  DesOrmeaux will draft a resolution.
7.6
President (Ruppert)
Ruppert officially congratulated DesOrmeaux for being named the ASCE Region 5 Practioner of the Year.  Ruppert has received a report from Reid Dennis who attended the ASCE Legislative Fly-In earlier this year.  He also received a letter from Southern University thanking the Section for our $750 donation to the Southern University System Foundation.  Ruppert led a discussion of HB 713 and HB 721, both regarding highway funding in the Louisiana legislature.

8.0 Committee Reports
8.1 Publications (DesOrmeaux)
Porter presented the Board with a report tracking the history of the publishing costs for the Section’s Journal.  This information was will be utilized in the preparation of next year’s journal publication budget.
8.2 Special Activities and Awards (Mustapha)
Mustapha reported that three of the four Branches have submitted their award nominees.
8.3 Younger Members (Weatherton)
No report.  
8.4 Public Relations (Mustapha)

No report.

8.5 Student Awards & Activities (Klier)

Klier reported that the Tulane and UNO Student Chapter Plaques had not been picked up at the Spring Conference.  He presented them to Sanchez and Ruppert who will make sure they get to the proper locations.  Klier also initiated a discussion of reactivating the Section’s History and Heritage Committee and the potential of having projects such as the Plaquemine Locks designated as Civil Engineering Landmarks.
8.6 Legislative Activities (Stephens)

No report.
8.7 Continuing Education (Waggenspack)

No report.
8.8 Nominating Committee (Garlington)

No report.
8.9 Geotechnical Committee (Eustis)

No report.

8.10 ASCE Fellows Committee (Mattei)

No report.
8.11 LA Section Report Card (Bolinger)

No report.

9.0 Announcement/Handouts

DesOrmeaux reported that the Hurricane Committee, composed of himself, Ruppert and Mattei voted to provide McNeese State University with $1000.  The check will be sent to MSU soon.
9.1 Next meeting:
August 10, 2007 in Shreveport
10.0 Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 1:35 PM.
Timothy M. Ruppert, P.E.
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