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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

January 12, 2007
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order/Introductions

The Board met at the LaSalle Building in the DNR 10th floor conference.  President Ruppert called the meeting to order at 10:05AM.

In Attendance:
Timothy Ruppert, PE


President





Christopher Knotts, PE


Secretary-Treasurer





Kim Garlington, PE


Past President





Dax Douet, PE



Director




Kurt Nixon, PE



Director





Yvette Weatherton, PhD, PE

Director





Christopher Sanchez. PE

President, New Orleans Branch





Robert Jacobson, PE


President-Elect, Baton Rouge Branch




Jerome Klier, PE



Chair, Student Awards Committee





James C. Porter, PE


Newsletter Editor
2.0
Approval of Agenda

The agenda was presented by President Ruppert.  Motion to accept the Agenda as amended was made by Garlington and seconded by Sanchez.  Motion passed.


2.1
Report on Levee Board Nominations

Jerry Klier presented an oral and written report on the levee board nomination process on which he served for ASCE.  Jerry will email the final report to ASCE Executive Director Patrick Natale and the ASCE National Board of Directors.
3.0
Approval of Minutes
Chris Knotts presented the minutes of the October 13, 2006 Board meeting.  Nixon made a motion to accept the minutes as written, seconded by Garlington.  Motion passed.
4.0
Treasurer’s Report (Mustapha)


Mustapha via email distributed the Income and Expenses statement.  A discussion regarding the possible contribution of New Orleans Branch funds to UNO for laboratory equipment took place.  No decision was made at this time on the issue.  Jim Porter informed all that that webmaster’s invoice would be arriving shortly and may be larger than normal due to the extra tasks he had been assigned related to the new Section website.  The Section’s account values were as follows:

Checking/Operating:
$41,425.45  (1/12/07)

Investment:


$43,171.84  (11/16/06)

5.0
Old Business

5.1
Vision and Goals
President Ruppert distributed his draft of the Section’s Vision, Mission, Goals and Objective statements.  Douet discussed the role of the Section with respect to the Branches.  Jacobson suggested adding a 4th Goal or Mission.  Porter offered that the Section is a partnership with the Branches.  After further discussion, it was agreed by all to revise this draft document and revisit at a later date, but that this was a good first attempt at clarifying those items.
5.2 SPAG Baton Rouge Branch

President Ruppert announced that the Baton Rouge Branch had been awarded a large SPAG in the amount of $3,680, which amounted to approximately 50% of the BR Branch SPAG request.  Additional discussion on this topic will be under New Business.

6.0
New Business
6.1
SPAG Baton Rouge Branch

Knotts stated that a check for $1,840 had been received from National which represented 50% of the award, with the balance to be provided once proof of the SPAG action is provided to National.  He stated that in their letter, National decided to fund only the vinyl billboard and not the electronic billboard proposal.  Ruppert initiated the discussion about funding the unfunded portion of the Baton Rouge SPAG request out of Seciton funds.  Following brief discussion, Nixon motioned to fund the unfunded portion of the request with Section funds in the amount of $3500.  Weatherton seconded and the motion passed.

6.2
Acadiana Branch Surplus Proposal
Douet presented a memo from the Acadian Branch which outlined the items they intended to use the surplus funds provided to the Branch by the Section.  Discussion followed and Knotts made a motion to approve the use of funds as described.  Nixon seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
6.3
Investment Accounts

Ruppert reported that he now had access to the investment accounts with Fidelity.  Discussion followed regarding how much the Section should keep in the investment account and what other investment options, possibly more liquid in nature were available to us.  Knotts will check with Whitney Bank to determine some other options.
6.4 Legislative Fly-In
Ruppert lead the discussion of what was involved with this activity.  Nixon added that he participated in this last year, met with much of the Louisiana congressional delegation and really enjoyed the process.  Bob Jacobson volunteered to attend.  Weatherton made a motion, seconded by Sanchez to approve sending Jacobson to the ASCE 7th Annual Leadership and Government Training.
6.5 Political Action Committee Proposal
Ruppert reported that ASCE National was proposing for form a separate PAC to lobby for issues important to ASCE and its membership.  The PAC would be a separate entity, but be completely controlled by the ASCE National Board of Direction.  Most of the Section Board members in attendance voiced concern over mixing politics into our historically technical, well respected organization.  Ruppert asked for someone to draft a response.  Knotts volunteered to do so.
6.6 Deep South Conference

LA Tech needs judges for the Concrete Canoe competition on Friday, March 23rd and the Steel Bridge competition on Saturday, March 24th.
7.0
Reports
7.1
Acadiana Branch (Khattak)

Dax Douet reported on behalf of Dr. Khattak.  At the December membership meeting, Mr. Stanely of the Lafayette Consolidated Government spoke about the $0.01 sales tax dedicated for roads and bridges.  Their next meeting will be January 23, 2007 with a speaker from LTRC on pavement design.  The Branch plans to meet with February with local High School students to promote Civil Engineering.  The Acadiana Branch also placed two representatives on the Metropolitan Planning Organization.
7.2 Baton Rouge Branch (Richard)
Bob Jacobson reported on behalf of Brant Richard.  The November membership meeting’s speaker was from MIT and discussed a Tunnel Failure.  In December, the Branch did not have a regular membership meeting, but instead held their annual Christmas Party at Bocage CC.  The Janauary meeting speaker will discuss the Mississippi River bridge at St. Francisville.

7.3
New Orleans Branch (Sanchez)


Chris Sanchez reported that the NO Board was still losing members and could not find an Environmental Chair.  The NO Branch Structures Committee is now the NO Branch of the Structural Engineering Institute.  The Geotechnical Engineering population is also growing in that area.  The Branch’s upcoming meetings are scheduled for January 31th and February 28th.  The cost of the lunch meetings had to be increased to $30 to cover expenses.  The Tulane Student Chapter is in their last semester.

7.4
Shreveport Branch (Hamilton)

Nixon reported for Elba Hamilton.  At the Branch’s November meeting, the DOTD District Engineer was the speaker.  The Branch also held their canned food drive.  The Christmas Party in December was free to members and was well attended.  The Shreveport Branch will host the March Section Board meeting on March 23rd in conjunction with the Deep South Conference.
7.5
Region 5 (Mattei)


No report.  Mattei was attending the Zone Leadership Conference.  Elba Hamilton was nominated by the Section for a Region 5 At-Large Position along with renominating Mattei for another term as the Section’s representative on the Region 5 Board.  This motion passed.
7.6
President (Ruppert)

Ruppert praised Jerry Klier for his tireless work as the ASCE Representative on the Levee Nominating Committee.  He also presented a letter he authored and sent to newly appointed DWF Secretary Bryant Hammatt, who is a licensed Civil Engineer in Louisiana.  Ruppert reported that ASCE National had awarded the Louisiana Section with 2006 Newsletter award.  He praised Porter for his Herculean efforts with that publication.
There was some discussion about the relationship the Section should have with ASCE National.  No motions or votes resulted.

Ruppert read the memo he wrote to the ASCE National Exective Committee requesting that a local person be appointed to the Katrina Committee.

The issue of the Life Member Certificates and where they should be delivered was discussed.  The current lot went to the Section Vice President.  Previously they were distributed at the Spring Meeting and for anyone not in attendance, their certificate was sent to the Branch President for award at a later date.
Sanchez asked about the possibility of the Section replacing Section Awards to the New Orleans members that lost theirs in the hurricane floodwaters.  Discussion ensured and most thought it was a good idea, but decided to wait until a more firm request was presented to the board before making a motion.

8.0 Committee Reports
8.1 Publications (DesOrmeaux)
Jim Porter reported on this item.  Porter stated that he was in the early stages of compiling the February issue of the LA Civil Engineer.  www.lasce.org is the Section’s website address.  The Shreveport Branch has a page on our website.  The Spring Conference registration can be completed on-line.  There was discussion of posting the LA Civil Engineer and all of the Branch newsletters on the website also.  Porter stated that the deadline for those writing articles for the February issue was actually today, 1/12/07, but he would still accept them over the weekend.
8.2 Special Activities and Awards (Mustapha)
No report.

8.3 Younger Members (Weatherton)

Weatherton asked to be removed from this committee assignment.  
8.4 Public Relations (Mustapha)

No report.

8.5 Student Awards & Activities (Klier)

Klier reported that the Student Awards will be included in the Spring Conference activities.
8.6 Legislative Activities (Stephens)

No report.
8.7 Continuing Education (Waggenspack)

No report.
8.8 Nominating Committee (Garlington)

Garlington distributed a report listing the history of the Section’s Board of Directors positions.  She was not able to get a Secretary-Treasurer nominee from the New Orleans Branch.  Sanchez asked if New Orleans could skip this year and provide a nominee next year with another Branch, not Baton Rouge, providing the nominee at this time.  After some discussion, either Acadiana or Shreveport will provide a S-T nominee at this time.
8.9 Geotech Committee (Eustis)

No report.

8.10 ASCE Fellows Committee (Mattei)

No report.
8.11 LA Section Report Card (Bolinger)

No report.

9.0 Announcement/Handouts

9.1 Upcoming National Meetings

Previously discussed in various items
9.2 Next meeting:  February 9, 2007 in New Orleans.

10.0 Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 2:05 PM.
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