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MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

February 9, 2007
New Orleans, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order/Introductions

The Board met at the Port of New Orleans building in their conference room.  President Elect DesOrmeaux called the meeting to order at 11:05AM due to President Ruppert being detained at his work.  President Ruppert joined the meeting before we broke for lunch.
In Attendance:
Timothy Ruppert, PE


President

E. Ray DesOrmeaux, PE

President-Elect




Christopher Knotts, PE


Secretary-Treasurer





Kim Garlington, PE


Past President





Yvette Weatherton, PhD, PE

Director





Christoper Sanchez. PE


President, New Orleans Branch





Brant Richard, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch




Norma Jean Mattei, Ph.D., PE
District 14 Representative

Jerome Klier, PE



Chair, Student Awards Committee





James C. Porter, PE


Newsletter Editor
2.0
Approval of Agenda

The agenda was presented by President-Elect DesOrmeaux.  Following a discussion, three agenda items were added.
3.0
Approval of Minutes
Knotts presented the minutes of the January 12, 2007 Board meeting.  Sanchez pointed out that he was now a PE.  Congratulations were offered and the minutes were corrected to reflect such.
4.0
Treasurer’s Report (Knotts)


Knotts distributed the Income and Expenses statement as prepared by Mustapha.  A discussion was initiated by Knotts regarding confusion related to not being able to locate the current value of our checking account in the financial statement.  DesOrmeaux stated that he knew about the issue and would be willing to assist in correcting this.  A discussion followed regarding how the number of members was shown on the Revenue portion of the statement ensued.  DesOrmeaux and Porter offered to write an article regarding the Section dues, ASCE dues and related matters.  The Section’s account values were as follows:

Checking/Operating:
$43,280.50  (2/09/07)

Investment:


$43,171.84  (11/16/06)

5.0
Old Business

5.1
Vision and Goals
President Ruppert had not arrived at this point and no discussion took place.  When Ruppert did arrive, he stated that he would bring this document to the next meeting in March.
5.2 
PAC Resolution
Knotts distributed a draft resolution that was requested by Ruppert at the January 12, 2007 board meeting.  DesOrmeaux discussed information that he obtained at the Leadership Conference on this issue.  A decision was made to hold the resolution until this can be discussed further at the Spring Conference and the next board meeting in Shreveport.
While not a specific agenda item, at this point DesOrmeaux notified the board that Bob Jacobson would not be able to attend the ASCE Legislative Fly-In as previously planned.  The board will immediately seek others to attend.
6.0
New Business
6.1
Report from Leadership Conference


DesOrmeaux  reported on the Regions 4 and 5 conference in Nashville.  There were approximately 500-600 attendees.  DesOrmeaux reported on a meeting he attended regarding the lack of Louisiana engineers on the ASCE National panels working on the hurricane/flood protection issues in LA.  ERD also discussed Ruppert’s memo to ASCE regarding a LA Section member as a corresponding member of the ASCE Task Force.
6.2
Disposition of Reserve Funds
Knotts reported on the various investment fund options at Whitney National Bank.  Those included investments and certificates of deposit for varying terms.  During a discussion, Ruppert pointed out that growing our investment account was not the top priority of the Section, but rather having the funds available, if needed, to assist in an unplanned event was important.  Ruppert made a motion to move the Fidelity Investment account funds to Whitney and invest those funds in CDs of varying terms.  Knotts seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
6.3
SE Louisiana Flood Protection Board Report

Jerry Klier provided the board with a follow-up report on the activities of the SE Louisiana Flood Protection Nominating Committee.  Klier provided a written report to the board.  During his discussion, Klier pointed out that Mr. Mark Morgan and Mr. Kerwin Julien were both Professional Engineers, ASCE members and LA Section members on SLFPA West Bank board.
6.4 New Orleans Branch Surplus Proposal
Sanchez stated that the New Orleans Branch proposes funds (written proposal provided) to aid the UNO engineering labs purchase lockable work stations.  This would protect the equipment that they have replaced.  Ruppert made the motion to approve the proposal for $4,665.  Weatherton seconded.  The motion passed.
7.0
Reports
7.1
Acadiana Branch (Khattak)

Dr. Khattak provided the board with a written report listing 6 items that the Acadiana board is currently involved with.  DesOrmeaux added that ULL will host their annual Engineering Week.  Approximately 900 high school students are expected to attend.  He also stated that Steve McCutcheon of the ASCE Region 5 Board of Governors would be attending this event.
7.2 Baton Rouge Branch (Richard)
Richard reported on Baton Rouge branch activities.  He provided photographs of the billboards that they had placed with their SPAG and Section provided funds.  Richard and Weatherton will be on the WAFB morning news during Engineer’s Week.  Samantha Miller will take over as the Section’s Younger Member Committee Chairperson.  The branch surplus allotment will be submitted at the next board meeting.  The January lunch meeting speaker discussed the St. Francisville Mississippi River Bridge.  The March meeting will feature a speaker on the State’s Master Plan for Flood Protection and Restoration.
A discussion followed regarding the topic of inviting politicians to speak at future branch lunch meetings.


7.3
New Orleans Branch (Sanchez)


Chris Sanchez reported that the NO Board held a January meeting and Debra Keller was the speaker.  105 people attended the meeting.  The New Orleans Younger Member committee chair is moving out of state.  Steve McCutcheon is planning to attend the March 15th board meeting and be the featured speaker at the March 28th lunch meeting.  UNO and Tulane members attended the February 8th branch board meeting.  The Tulane banquet for Engineering Alumni is meeting with some resistance from various groups.  The branch is planning to provide UNO and TU student chapters with $2500 of branch funds.

7.4
Shreveport Branch (Hamilton)

Ruppert presented a copy of the Shreveport newsletter.  They are planning to have Gordon Russell speak at their February meeting.
7.5
Region 5 (Mattei)


Mattei attended the Region 5 meeting in Nashville the day preceding the Leadership Conference.  The candidate from Miami, FL was selected as for the Younger Member Governor position.  The Region 5 Board of Governors is still determining their role in the ASCE organization and will have a March teleconference meeting.
7.6
President (Ruppert)

Ruppert gave a brief report stating that he would be attending the Spring Conference in Shreveport and also presenting at the Student Conference at LA Tech in Ruston that same week.
8.0 Committee Reports
8.1 Publications (DesOrmeaux)
DesOrmeaux presented the Outstanding Newsletter Award/Plaque to Porter.  Porter distributed the website development estimate to the board.
8.2 Special Activities and Awards (Mustapha)
No report.

8.3 Younger Members (Weatherton)
Weatherton stated that she is no longer the chairperson and that Samantha Miller would be assuming that role.  
8.4 Public Relations (Mustapha)

No report.

8.5 Student Awards & Activities (Klier)

Klier reported that he will be contacting all faculty advisors for their nominee for Distinguished Senior Civil Engineering Student.  He will take care of having all the plaques made for the Spring Conference award presentations.
8.6 Legislative Activities (Stephens)

No report.
8.7 Continuing Education (Waggenspack)

No report.
8.8 Nominating Committee (Garlington)

Ruppert distributed the Nominating Committee’s draft report.  He pointed out that President-Elect, Vice President and Secretary-Treasurer also needed to be listed on this report DesOrmeaux made a motion to accept the report with the recommended revisions.  Knotts seconded.  Motion passed.
8.9 Geotech Committee (Eustis)

No report.

8.10 ASCE Fellows Committee (Mattei)

No report.
8.11 LA Section Report Card (Bolinger)

No report.

9.0 Announcement/Handouts

9.1 Upcoming National Meetings

ASCE Legislative Fly-In on March 7-8, 2007 in Washington, D.C.
9.2 Next meeting:
Friday, March 23, 2007 in Shreveport following the Spring Conference.

April 13, 2007 in Lafayette
10.0 Adjournment

Meeting was adjourned at 2:45 PM.
Timothy M. Ruppert, P.E.
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