[image: image1.jpg]



MINUTES OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

August 10, 2007
Shreveport, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions

The Board met at the University Club.  President-Elect DesOrmeaux called the meeting to order at 10:19 AM and notified those present that President Ruppert was ill and could not attend.  
In Attendance:
E. R. DesOrmeaux, PE


President-Elect
Ali Mustapha, PE



Vice President





Christopher Knotts, PE


Secretary-Treasurer





Kim M. Garlington, PE


Past President





Kurt M. Nixon, PE


Director





Dax A. Douet, PE


Director





Brant Richard, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch
Rusty Cooper, EI



President, Shreveport Branch




James Porter, PE



Newsletter Editor
2.0
Approval of Agenda

The agenda was presented by President-Elect DesOrmeaux.  Knotts requested that two items be added.  They were 5.2 Shreveport Branch Surplus Funds Request and 6.3 2007-08 Section Budget.  Mustapha moved to accept the Agenda as amended.  The motion was seconded by Nixon.  Motion passed.
3.0
Approval of Minutes

Knotts presented the minutes of the June 8, 2007 Board meeting in Baton Rouge.  Nixon moved to accept the minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Mustapha.  Motion passed.
4.0
Treasurer’s Report (Knotts)


Knotts distributed the Income and Expenses statement dated August 6, 2007.  DesOrmeaux asked if the amount requested by ASCE Region 5 and Florida Section (approx. $685) for support of the National Conference in Orlando, FL.  Knotts informed the Board that he had not written this check and could not remember getting the information.  Knotts will check on the status.  Nixon moved to add expense item 9.a.3 to the expense report to cover this cost.  The motion was seconded by Mustapha.  Motion passed.


The Section’s accounts value were as follows:

Checking/Operating:
$28,012.41  (8/6/07)

Investment:


$44,640.99  (8/6/07)

Mustapha then moved to accept the Treasurer’s report as amended.  The motion was seconded by Garlington.  Motion passed.

5.0
Old Business

5.1
Vision and Goals
No report due to Ruppert’s absence.
5.2 
Shreveport Branch Surplus Funds Request
Cooper presented to the Board a letter he had sent to Ruppert outlining the Shreveport Branch’s request in the amount of $1536.00.  Mustapha moved to accept the request which was seconded by Garlington.  Motion passed.  Knotts provided Mustapha with the $1536 check at the end of the meeting as Cooper had already departed.
6.0
New Business
6.1
Section’s Strategic Plan

DesOrmeaux led a discussion regarding the development of a Strategic Plan for the Section’s 2007-08 operating year.  He would like to have a Strategic Planning Committee named by October 1, 2007 and among other items have this committee define the mission of the LA Section.  This prompted a discussion regarding the Section’s role with respect to the Branches, members and up to ASCE National.  Porter added that the Section’s Directors were supposed to be the committee chairmen and would have a defined role on the Section Board in hopes that this would better the committees.
6.2
Section and Branch Scholarships


DesOrmeaux informed the Board that UNO and Southern had not awarded their scholarships ($6000 each) from the Hurricane Relief Fund.  He read and provided copies of letters he had written to Dr. Carriere of Southern and Dr. Trahan of UNO informing them of the situation and possible ramifications of not awarding the funds.

DesOrmeaux then initiated the topic of using Section funds to provide scholarships next year.  He will urge each Branch to do the same with a portion of their funds.

6.3
2007-08 Budget


Knotts provided the Board with a draft of the 2007-08 budget.  Porter laid out the situation with the current newsletter publisher.  Many items were discussed and the budget amended accordingly.  Knotts will bring the revised budget to the next business meeting, probably in October, 2007.
7.0
Reports
7.1
Acadiana Branch (Douet)

Douet provided the Board with a written report from Dr. Khattak.  State Representative Trahan discussed transportation funding at the April meeting.  The Acadiana Board is attempting several methods to increase meeting attendance with advance mail outs and email reminders.  The “What is Civil Engineering” presentation was unveiled at Northside High School Engineering Academy. On April 20, 2007 at part of the Branch’s Outreach program.  A seminar was held on May 9th on transportation, geotechnical, structural and hydraulics giving the local members a PDH opportunity.  The Branch co-hosted a crawfish boil with LES and IEEE on May 17th and will resume normal business in August.
7.2 Baton Rouge Branch (Richard)
Richard reported that the Branch does not meet in July.  They will resume regular meetings in August with a presentation on the Baton Rouge Green Light Plan.  The June meeting was their Past Presidents meeting with many Past Presidents in attendance.  The Branch is averaging 50+ attendees at each meeting.  Richard announced that the Branch has assigned and renamed their three directors.  They are Programs, Membership and Education Directors.  It appears that the Critical Infrastructure Conference will not take place.  Also, at the LSU vs. Virginia Tech game, the Branch has teamed with the LSU Chapter of Chi Epsilon to bring nine VT Civil Engineering students and one professor to Baton Rouge for a tribute to those lost in the recent tragedy at VT.

7.3
New Orleans Branch (Sanchez)


No report.

7.4
Shreveport Branch (Cooper)


Cooper reported that the Shreveport Branch’s President-Elect moved which is why he will 
be President this year.  Also, the newsletter editor has moved.  This will leave the Branch 
very short handed.  DesOrmeaux and Porter suggested that some of the more experienced 
ASCE members in Shreveport could assist in this period of need.
7.5
Region 5 (DesOrmeaux)


DesOrmeaux reported that the Region has been very busy organizing and setting up to address upcoming issues.  He also informed the Board that the PAC issue would be brought up again.
7.6
President (Ruppert)
No report.

8.0 Committee Reports
8.1 Publications (DesOrmeaux)
Porter announced to the Board that he would be stepping down as Newsletter Editor after the upcoming ASCE operating year.  The Section needs to seek someone interested and willing to take on the monumental task of following Mr. Porter and maintaining the excellent quality of our publication.
8.2 Special Activities and Awards (Mustapha)
Mustapha provided a report listing the award recipients from the recent nominations.  They are as follows:
Outstanding Young Civil Engineer


Eric Hudson

Shreveport

Outstanding Civil Engineer



Mark Snow


Shreveport

Outstanding Government Civil Engineer

Joe E. (Butch) Ford
Shreveport

Lifetime Achievement  (2 recipients)

Jerome Klier

Baton Rouge









James Webb

New Orleans

Wall of Fame (2 recipients)



James Porter

Baton Rouge









Dr. Bobby Price

Shreveport

8.3 Younger Members (Weatherton)
No report.  
8.4 Public Relations (Mustapha)

No report.

8.5 Student Awards & Activities (Klier)

No report.
8.6 Legislative Activities (Stephens)

No report.
8.7 Continuing Education (Waggenspack)

No report.
8.8 Nominating Committee (Garlington)

No report.
8.9 Geotechnical Committee (Eustis)

No report.

8.10 ASCE Fellows Committee (Mattei)

No report.
8.11 LA Section Report Card (Bolinger)

No report.

9.0 Announcement/Handouts

9.1 Upcoming National Meeting


National Convention in Orlando, FL on November 1-3, 2007.
9.2 Next meeting:
September 14, 2007 - New Orleans.  Annual Meeting with installation of Officers.
Knotts initiated a discussion regarding the cost of the Annual Meeting and questioned why the Section had not covered this expense for Board Members when it pays their meal expenses to attend other board meetings.  An active discussion followed with all present participating.  Nixon pointed out that we had been much more frugal with our meeting expenses this year and felt we should pay these expenses as a normal meeting expense under Expense Item 8a.  DesOrmeaux agreed with covering this expense, but wanted a separate line item in the budget.  Nixon moved to add Item 8d, Annual Meeting in the amount of $550.  The motion was seconded by Mustapha.  Motion passed.
10.0 Adjournment

A motion to adjourn was made by Richard and seconded by Garlington.  Meeting was adjourned at 2:10PM
Timothy M. Ruppert, P.E.


President


US Army Corps of Engineers


New Orleans District


Projects Engineering Section (ED-SP)


P.O. Box 60267


New Orleans, LA 70160-0267


(504) 862-2106





Christopher P. Knotts, P.E.


Secretary-Treasurer


Louisiana Department of Natural Resources


Coastal Engineering Division


617 North 3rd Street, 10th Floor


P.O. Box 44027


Baton Rouge, LA  70804-4027





E.R. DesOrmeaux, P.E. - President Elect


Ali Mustapha, P.E. - Vice President


Kim Martindale Garlington, P.E. - Past President                                                                               





Directors  


Daniel L. Bolinger, P.E.  


Dax A. Douet, P.E.


Elba U. Hamilton, E.I.


Christopher G. Humphreys, P.E.


M. Jamal Khattak, P.E., Ph.D.


Kurt M. Nixon, P.E.  


Brant B. Richard, P.E.


Andre M. Rodrigue, P.E.


Christopher L. Sanchez, P.E.


Yvette P. Weatherton, P.E., Ph.D.
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