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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

March 23, 2007
Clarion Shreveport Hotel

Shreveport, Louisiana

1.0 Call to Order & Introductions

President Ruppert called the meeting to order at 12:20 PM.  Ruppert introduced the Section board members in attendance and acknowledged the Shreveport Branch for their Spring Conference efforts and Steve McCutcheon from Region 5 Board of Govenors.
In Attendance:
Timothy Ruppert, PE


President

E. Ray DesOrmeaux, PE

President-Elect
Ali Mustapha, PE



Vice President





Christopher Knotts, PE


Secretary-Treasurer





Kim Garlington, PE


Past President





Kurt Nixon, PE



Director





Dr. Jamal Khattak, PE


President, Acadiana Branch

Brant Richard, PE


President, Baton Rouge Branch
Elba Hamilton, PE


President, Shreveport Branch





Jerome Klier, PE



Chair, Student Awards Committee





Charles Eustis, PE


Chair, Geotechnical Committee

2.0
Approval of Agenda
The agenda was presented by President Ruppert  Item 5.4 Region 5 report was added and a motion to adopt the agenda as amended was made by Mark Snow, seconded by Jerry Klier.  Motion passed.
3.0
Approval of Minutes
Knotts distributed the minutes of the March 31, 2006 General Membership meeting.  A motion to approve the Minutes as presented was made by Jerry Klier and seconded by Barbara Featherston.  Motion passed.
4.0
Treasurer’s Report
The Secretary-Treasurer distributed the Income and Expenses statement.  The value of the Investment Account as of December 31, 2006 was $43,702.48 and the checkbook balance as of February 28, 2007 was $40,751.53.  A copy of the report was kept for the Section’s records.
5.0
Other Reports
5.1
President’s Report
President Ruppert discussed the Section’s program to provide funds to the Branches.  The Section maintains a good relationship with ASCE National and through Region 5.  Ruppert stated that Reid Dennis of the New Orleans Branch attended the ASCE Legislative Fly-In in Washington, D.C.  He also informed the group of the following Section activities:

▪
Norma Jean Mattei is the Section’s Region 5 Governor
▪
Jerry Klier was the ASCE representative in the levee board Nominating Committee

▪
Tom Jackson is prominently serving as Chairman of the East Bank Levee Board.

5.2 
Committee Reports
President Ruppert called for any committees that would like to report.  Hearing none, the meeting moved to the next agenda item.

5.3
Branch Reports

5.3.1
Acadiana Branch

Dr. Khattak reported that the Acadiana Branch has an Outreach Committee that will launch a program to hopefully increase interest in engineering among High School students.


5.3.2
Baton Rouge Branch

Brant Richard explained about the billboards on I-10 and I-12 that the branch had placed during Engineer’s Week as funded by the Section and SPAG.  He and Dr. Weatherton were also interviewed on a local TV news program during E-Week. 


5.3.3
New Orleans Branch

Tim Ruppert reported that the branch held January with improved attendance and has a March meeting scheduled for next week.


5.3.4
Shreveport Branch

Elba Hamilton reported that the newsletter format has been very well received.  The branch web page is operating with most branch activities listed there.  She also reported the following branch activities:

▪
Funded two $500 scholarships at LA Tech


▪
Thanksgiving food drive



▪
Golf tournament in the Spring to fund additional scholarships



▪
Looking for officer candidates

▪
Thanked the branch officers for their hard work coordinating the Spring Conference
5.4
Region 5
Steve McCutcheon informed the group that ASCE was in good standing financially.  ASCE currently has revenue reserves of approximately 25% of its operating budget, but there is a plan to increase the reserves to 50% over the next decade.  McCutcheon also stated that ASCE was the only professional organization that gained or maintained its membership numbers.
6.0
Election
6.1
Report from Nominating Committee


Kim Garlington presented a written copy of the Nominating Committee’s selections for 2007-2008 Officers of the ASCE Louisiana Section.  The nominees were as follow:

President-Elect

Ali M. Mustapha, PE

Shreveport


Vice President

Christopher P. Knotts, PE
Baton Rouge


Secretary-Treasurer
Patrick J. Landry, PE

Acadiana


Director-at-Large

Charles E. Hudson, PE

Shreveport


Director-at-Large

Jeffrey L. Duplantis, PE
Baton Rouge

 6.2
Nominations from the Floor
President Ruppert called for nominations from the floor.  Jerry Klier made a motion to close the nominations from the floor and accept those listed in the Nominating Committee’s report.  Barbara Featherston seconded the motion.  The motion passed.
6.3
Vote of the Members

President called for a voice vote of the membership on the Nominees as reported.  By unanimous voice vote, all nominees were elected to their respective office.  The election resulted in the following 2007-08 Section Board of Directors.
President


E. Ray DesOrmeaux, PE
Acadiana (succession to office)


President-Elect

Ali M. Mustapha, PE

Shreveport


Vice President

Christopher P. Knotts, PE
Baton Rouge


Secretary-Treasurer
Patrick J. Landry, PE

Acadiana


Past-President

Timothy M. Ruppert, PE
New Orleans (succession to office)


Director-at-Large

Christopher Humphries, PE
New Orleans


Director-at-Large

Dax A. Douet, PE

Acadiana


Director-at-Large

Charles E. Hudson, PE

Shreveport


Director-at-Large

Jeffrey L. Duplantis, PE
Baton Rouge

Assigned Director
Dr. Yvette Weatherton, PE
Baton Rouge


Assigned Director
Vacant



To be appointed by New Orleans

7.0
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 12:55 PM.
Timothy M. Ruppert, P.E.


President


US Army Corps of Engineers


New Orleans District


Projects Engineering Section (ED-SP)


P.O. Box 60267


New Orleans, LA 70160-0267


(504) 862-2106





Christopher P. Knotts, P.E.


Secretary-Treasurer


Louisiana Department of Natural Resources


Coastal Engineering Division


617 North 3rd Street, 10th Floor


P.O. Box 44027


Baton Rouge, LA  70804-4027





E.R. DesOrmeaux, P.E. - President Elect


Ali Mustapha, P.E. - Vice President


Kim Martindale Garlington, P.E. - Past President                                                                               





Directors  


Daniel L. Bolinger, P.E.  


Dax A. Douet, P.E.


Elba U. Hamilton, E.I.


Christopher G. Humphreys, P.E.


M. Jamal Khattak, P.E., Ph.D.


Kurt M. Nixon, P.E.  


Brant B. Richard, P.E.


Andre M. Rodrigue, P.E.


Christopher L. Sanchez, P.E.


Yvette P. Weatherton, P.E., Ph.D.
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